Seventh Sunday after Epiphany, February 19 & 20, 2022
th

The 115 Anniversary of the faith community of Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church

Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus
preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit guides us into
merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile
what is fractured and divided. Such merciful living is the
baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of
the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory
revealed in Christ.
Announcements
As you prepare for worship, gathered in virtual community and connected by God’s
beautiful and unfathomable design, you are invited to light a candle for your home
worship space.
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us,
redeems us,
and calls us by name.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.

We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.
Rejoice in this good news:
In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
Amen.
Opening Hymn - #556

Morning Has Broken

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we
may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope.
Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in
your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
WORD
First Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals
himself to them. Now the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his

brothers that God has used their evil intentions for good to preserve life during a
devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them.
3
Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
4
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer.
He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me
before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years;
and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest.
7
God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive
for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of
Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph,
God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10You shall
settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and
your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I
will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so
that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ ”
15
And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers
talked with him.
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
The lowly shall possess the land; they will delight in abundance of
peace. (Ps. 37:11)
1
Do not be provoked by | evildoers;
do not be jealous of those | who do wrong.
2
For they shall soon wither | like the grass,
and like the green grass | fade away.
3
Put your trust in the LORD| and do good;
dwell in the land and | find safe pasture.
4
Take delight | in the LORD,
who shall give you your | heart’s desire. R
5
Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust | in the LORD,
and see what | God will do.
6
The LORD will make your vindication as clear | as the light
and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun.

7

Be still before the LORD and wait | patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in | evil
schemes.
8
Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. R
9
For evildoers shall | be cut off,
but those who hope in the LORD shall pos- | sess the land.
10
In a little while the wicked shall | be no more;
even if you search out their place, they will | not be there.
11
But the lowly shall pos- | sess the land;
they will delight in abun- | dance of peace.
39
But the deliverance of the righteous comes from | you, O LORD;
you are their stronghold in | time of trouble.
40
You, O LORD, will help them and | rescue them;
you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you | they
seek refuge. R
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.” Using the metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul
preaches passionately about the mystery of following Christ’s perfect life into
eternity.
35
But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” 36Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And as for what
you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat
or of some other grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each
kind of seed its own body.
42
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is
raised is imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power. 44It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual
body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written,
“The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving
spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual.
47
The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven.
48
As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of
heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne the image of the
man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

50

What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 6th chapter
Glory to you, O Lord
Gospel: Luke 6:27-38
Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to
shower radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies
and outsiders. Living in harmony with God’s intent brings the reward of overflowing
blessing.
[Jesus said:] 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If
anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes
away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from
you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to
others as you would have them do to you.
32
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners
love those who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from
whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners,
to receive as much again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting
nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most
High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your
Father is merciful.
37
“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your
lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.
The Gospel of the Lord! Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Hymn of the Day - #818

O Master, Let Me Walk with You

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray
for the church, the world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence.
You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church to
follow the leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us to
show mercy just as we have first received mercy. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless farmers
and all who cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather for planting.
Bring forth from buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard against famine and
disease. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace. Protect
all whose lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political prisoners and
amplify the voices that challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue nonviolence.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend
broken relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen and
deliver all whose spirits are troubled (especially). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to resolve
conflicts with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes, and
show love to those who are lonely or grieving. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom
(especially). As you have raised them to imperishable and eternal life, sustain us in
faith by the promise of resurrection. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Offering
Offering Prayer
Blessed are you, O God,
Sovereign of the universe.
You offer us new beginnings
and guide us on our journey.
Lead us to your table,
nourish us with this heavenly food,
and prepare us to carry your love
to a hungry world,
in the name of Christ our light. Amen.
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
The presiding minister leads the following prayer.
Let us pray.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God,
for by your Word you made all things:
you spoke light into darkness,
called forth beauty from chaos,
and brought life into being.
For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel
to tell of your wonderful gifts:
freedom from captivity,
water on the desert journey,
a pathway home from exile,
wisdom for life with you.
For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh,
you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross,
life to those entombed by death,

the way of your self-giving love.
For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God;
rekindle your gifts within us:
renew our faith, increase our hope,
and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.
Faithful to your Word, O God,
draw near to all who call on you;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our faithful teacher Jesus gave us the words we need to bring us back to God and
our God-given selves when he taught us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
SENDING
Blessing
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you,
and who calls you by name,
☩ bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever.

Amen.
Sending Hymn - #824 -

This Is My Father’s World

Dismissal
Go with Christ into a weary world.
Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Please remember the following people in your prayers: Paxton, Marlene Robbins, Tara
Henry, Craig, Ray Berg, Anne Balko, Christina Bell, Jake Rosenberg, Dawn Syers, Rick, Tommy
Paradise, Lana, Joe, Arlene Posont, Paige, Mary Kutsick, Jamie, Jonnie Tru, Gary, Florence, Jen
Lincoln, Amy Sturtleen, Phil, Doris Hayrynen, Heidi Prunick, and all who are in our prayers today.
Nursing Home: Ruth Elavsky, Jim LeVeque, and Babe Strand
Assisted Living: Norma Secreast
In Service: Airman Craig Oas, Ryan Graves, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Peter Peterson,
Mathew Moilanen, Michael Graves, Airman Mikala Robinson, and our veterans who have
returned to their communities.
General: All who deal with COVID-19 here in our neighborhoods and beyond.
PRESIDING MINISTER: Bruce Dausey
ASSISTING MINISTER:
USHERS:
Dave & Carol Eglsaer – Saturday
ALTAR GUILD:
Lynn DeRoche
MUSICIAN:
Tari Johnson

Volunteers Needed on Sunday

EVENTS OF THE WEEK
Saturday February 26th – Saturday Worship Service – 5:00pm - In-person
Sunday February 27th – 10:30am Worship Service - In-person and on Facebook Live

Please contact Pastor Tommy Richter if pastoral care is needed pastor.tommyrichter@gmail.com
or 215-470-9948 cell; 906-286-4383 home

PLEASE WEAR A MASK WHEN WORSHIPPING OR GATHERING INDOORS.

