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SERVICE OF THE WORD – Autumn  2020, October 4 
The 115th Anniversary of the faith community of  
Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

 
 
GATHERING 
 
Announcements 
As you prepare for worship, even gathered in virtual community and connected by God’s beautiful and 
unfathomable design, you are invited to light a candle and center yourself to hear the Sacramental Word of 
God breaking into creation and you. 
 
Confession & Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 
Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God's work in the world.  Amen. 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Kyrie 
Seeking peace in a broken world, 
but also knowing God’s peace through God’s presence, 
we pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Seeking peace in suffering, illness, and pain, 
but also feeling God’s peace through healing, prayer, and those who help, 
we pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Seeking peace through our distress, depression, isolation, and fear, 
but also feeling God’s peace through the words of loved ones 
and the hope we see in the world, 
we pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Seeking peace through the pain of worshipping separately, 
longing for our holy community to be gathering, 
but also feeling peace through God’s presence with each of us 
as we worship together distantly, 
we pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, loving Lord. 
We need you now, as we have needed you every day. 
We cannot live without you. 
Amen.* 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know 
those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORD 

FIRST READING:  Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
The God of the exodus graciously gave Israel the Ten Commandments. Primarily stated as negative 
imperatives, the Ten Commandments forbid gross sins such as murder, adultery, theft, and perjury. In most 
of life they grant Israel freedom to live righteously, with maximum love for God and neighbor. 
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1God spoke all these words: 2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether 
in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth. 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his name. 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall 
labor and do all your work. 12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 
that the LORD your God is giving you. 13You shall not murder. 14You shall not commit adultery. 15You 
shall not steal. 16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17You shall not covet your 
neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor. 18When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the 
sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, 
19and said to Moses, "You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die." 
20Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him 
upon you so that you do not sin." 
Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 19 
The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart. (Ps. 19:8) 
 
1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, 
 and the sky proclaims its | maker's handiwork. 
2One day tells its tale | to another, 
 and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 
3Although they have no | words or language, 
 and their voices | are not heard, 
4their sound has gone out into all lands, 
and their message to the ends | of the world, 
 where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 
5It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; 
 it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 
6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of | it again; 
 nothing is hidden from its | burning heat.   R 
7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 
 the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom | to the simple. 
8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart; 
 the commandment of the LORD is clear 
 and gives light | to the eyes. 
9The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever; 
 the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than | much fine gold, 
 sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb.   R 
11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 
 and in keeping them there is | great reward. 
12Who can detect one's | own offenses? 
 Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 
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13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion | over me; 
 then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense. 
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable | in your sight, 
 O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer.   R 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 21:33-46 
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, 
ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 
 
[Jesus said to the people:] 33"Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put 
a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 
another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 
35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other 
slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 
'They will respect my son.' 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.' 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed 
him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" 41They said to him, 
"He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him 
the produce at the harvest time." 42Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The stone that 
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes'? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces 
the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush 
anyone on whom it falls." 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he 
was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded 
him as a prophet. 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
SERMON 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With confidence in God's grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 
Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh the church with your life, that 
we may bear fruit through work and service. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those whose hands bring the fruits of the 
earth to the tables of all who hunger. May we be inspired by your servants who cared deeply for your 
creation (especially Francis of Assisi, whom we commemorate today). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of others. Grant that world leaders 
(especially) seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good and welfare of all people. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence, heal our pain and suffering, 
and equip us to embrace all bodies aching for wholeness of mind, body, and soul. We call to mind those 
who are struggling today (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek employment. Give hope and a future to 
those who lack meaningful work, those who have been marginalized or abused in the workplace, and those 
who desire new opportunities. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard (especially Theodor Fliedner, 
renewer of society). May our chorus join theirs until our labor is complete. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Peace (In ASL) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness, 
called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, we give you 
thanks and praise. 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water 
on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, 
life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, we give 
you thanks and praise. 
 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and 
deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on 
you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
forever.   Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
No matter how we may divide ourselves on earth, we pray with one another in unity as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   
 forever and ever.   Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Go in Love.  Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
______________________________________________ 
*written by Pastor Nissa Peterson, Chatfield & Root Prairie Lutheran Churches. Posted    
on MightyNiss https://mightyniss.blogspot.com/2020/04/kyrie-for-worship-during-coronavirus.html 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New 
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Please remember the following people in your prayers:  Illness:  Alek B., Lori Mattson, Jonnie True, 
Chandler Lundbom, Larry Ouellette, Keith Lundbom, Paxton Florek, Bruce Graves, Mary Kutsick, Cathy 
Mickelson & Family, and Kyle Camarda. 

Nursing Home: Ruth Elavsky, Janet Whippen, Pat Seglund, Don Johnson, and Jim LeVeque. 
Assisted Living: Norma Secreast, Jean Moore, and Donna McNally. 

In Service: Airman Craig Oas, Ryan Graves, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Sean Sutherland, Peter 
Peterson, Brad Salmi, Mathew Moilanen and our veterans who have returned to their communities. 

EVENTS OF THE WEEK 

WEDNESDAY – October 7th  – Wednesday On-line Bible Study – 5:30pm 

SUNDAY -    October 11th  - Indoor  & On-Line Worship Service – 10:30am 

*** Contact Jennifer Wood with interest or questions about Fall 2020 Sunday School plans. *** 

https://mightyniss.blogspot.com/2020/04/kyrie-for-worship-during-coronavirus.html
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