SERVICE OF THE WORD – Autumn 2020, September 6
The 115th Anniversary of the faith community of
Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church

GATHERING
Announcements
As you prepare for worship, even gathered in virtual community and connected by God’s beautiful and
unfathomable design, you are invited to light a candle and center yourself to hear the Sacramental Word of
God breaking into creation and you.
Confession & Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.
Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God's work in the world. Amen.
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Faithful God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Kyrie
Seeking peace in a broken world,
but also knowing God’s peace through God’s presence,
we pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Seeking peace in suffering, illness, and pain,
but also feeling God’s peace through healing, prayer, and those who help,
we pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Seeking peace through our distress, depression, isolation, and fear,
but also feeling God’s peace through the words of loved ones
and the hope we see in the world,
we pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Seeking peace through the pain of worshipping separately,
longing for our holy community to be gathering,
but also feeling peace through God’s presence with each of us
as we worship together distantly,
we pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, loving Lord.
We need you now, as we have needed you every day.
We cannot live without you.
Amen.*
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals
will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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FIRST READING: : Exodus 12:1-14
Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover. This festival
featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God's people from the threat of
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WORD

death. The early church described the Lord's supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in
portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God's people from sin and death.
1

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the beginning of
months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the
tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4If a household is too
small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in
proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you
may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then
the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall take some of the blood
and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb that
same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of
it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10You shall let none
of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11This is how you
shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it
hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will
strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I
will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live:
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
14
This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD;
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 149
Sing the LORD's praise in the assembly of the faithful. (Ps. 149:1)
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Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD | a new song,
God's praise in the assembly | of the faithful.
2
Let Israel rejoice | in their maker;
let the children of Zion be joyful | in their ruler.
3
Let them praise their maker's | name with dancing;
let them sing praise with tambou- | rine and harp.
4
For the LORD takes pleasure | in the people
and adorns the | poor with victory. R
5
Let the faithful re- | joice in triumph;
let them sing for joy | on their beds.
6
Let the praises of God be | in their throat
and a two-edged sword | in their hand,
7
to wreak vengeance | on the nations
and punishment | on the peoples,
8
to bind their | kings in chains
and their nobles with | links of iron,
9
to inflict on them the judg- | ment decreed;
this is glory for all God's faithful ones. | Hallelujah! R
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go
about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15"If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender
refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell
you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you
by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them."
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.
Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the cooperative work of
churches in this community (especially). Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide the work of the
Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our care. Renew
and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and cooperation,
teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants, judges, and police
toward laws that protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those yearning for
forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in
body, mind, or spirit (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure fair treatment
for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, equip us with your
protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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SERMON

Peace (In ASL)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness,
called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, we give you
thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water
on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross,
life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, we give
you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and
deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on
you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
No matter how we may divide ourselves on earth, we pray with one another in unity as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING
We give you thanks, gracious God,
that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ.
Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,
into your beloved vineyard
to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst,
guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Go in Love. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
______________________________________________________

*written by Pastor Nissa Peterson, Chatfield & Root Prairie Lutheran Churches. Posted
on MightyNiss https://mightyniss.blogspot.com/2020/04/kyrie-for-worship-during-coronavirus.html
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.



Please remember the following people in your prayers: Illness: Alek B., Lori Mattson, Jonnie True,
Chandler Lundbom, Larry Ouellette, Keith Lundbom, Paxton Florek, Bruce Graves, Mary Kutsick, Cathy
Mickelson & Family, and Kyle Camarda.
Nursing Home: Ruth Elavsky, Janet Whippen, Pat Seglund, Don Johnson, and Jim LeVeque.
Assisted Living: Norma Secreast, Jean Moore, and Donna McNally.
In Service: Airman Craig Oas, Ryan Graves, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Sean Sutherland, Peter
Peterson, Brad Salmi, Mathew Moilanen and our veterans who have returned to their communities.
EVENTS OF THE WEEK
TUESDAY - September 8, Council Meeting – 6:00pm
THURSDAY – September 11, Zoom Gethering practice - 4:00pm
(contact Pastor Ann if you need help or details)
SUNDAY -

September 13, Outdoor & On-Line Worship Service – 10:30am
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*** Contact Jennifer Wood with interest or questions about Fall 2020 Sunday School plans. ***
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THURSDAY – September 17, Online Superior Central Conference Walking Together Event – 6-8pm
With Bishop Katherine and Synod Staff. Let’s make a big Eden presence at this meeting! All we welcome.
Check www.NGLSynod.org for info or call Pastor Ann.
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