SERVICE OF THE WORD – Summer 2020, August 30
The 115th Anniversary of the faith community of
Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church

GATHERING
Announcements
As you prepare for worship, even gathered in virtual community and connected by God’s beautiful and
unfathomable design, you are invited to light a candle and center yourself to hear the Sacramental Word of
God breaking into creation and you.
Confession & Forgiveness
God, we confess that we do not always understand Your ways.
We are easily discouraged when life takes unexpected turns and our carefully laid plans and dreams come to
nothing. We confess that we are quick to give up when things get difficult, and quick to question Your
presence and Your power. Forgive us.
Grant us patience to wait for Your good timing. Open our eyes to recognize Your leading in our lives—to
listen for Your gentle whisper when we least expect it. And then give us courage to step out in faith and
obedience, trusting in Your leading even when we cannot yet see the outcome.
We praise You for Your faithful love, and pray that You would make us worthy to bear Your name. Amen.i
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the + Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Kyrie
Seeking peace in a broken world,
but also knowing God’s peace through God’s presence,
we pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Seeking peace in suffering, illness, and pain,
but also feeling God’s peace through healing, prayer, and those who help,
we pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Seeking peace through our distress, depression, isolation, and fear,
but also feeling God’s peace through the words of loved ones
and the hope we see in the world,
we pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Seeking peace through the pain of worshipping separately,
longing for our holy community to be gathering,
but also feeling peace through God’s presence with each of us
as we worship together distantly,
we pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, loving Lord.
We need you now, as we have needed you every day.
We cannot live without you.
Amen.*
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by
his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: Exodus 3:1-15
Moses experienced the call of God when God appeared to him in a bush that burned but was not consumed.
When Moses expressed his unworthiness, God promised to be with him. When Moses objected that people
would demand to know God's name, God revealed his personal name, Yahweh (I AM WHO I AM), or the
LORD. Israel discovered God's true identity when God took them out of Egypt.
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Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a
flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3Then Moses said,
"I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up." 4When the LORD
saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here
I am." 5Then he said, "Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are
standing is holy ground." 6He said further, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 7Then the LORD
said, "I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their
taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians,
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and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the
country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The cry
of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10So come, I will
send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt." 11But Moses said to God, "Who am I
that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" 12He said, "I will be with you; and this
shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall
worship God on this mountain." 13But Moses said to God, "If I come to the Israelites and say to them, 'The
God of your ancestors has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?"
14
God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." He said further, "Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'I AM has
sent me to you.'" 15God also said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of
your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you': This is
my name forever, and this my title for all generations."
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 26:1-8
Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. (Ps. 26:3)
1

Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived | with integrity;
I have trusted in the LORD and | have not faltered.
2Test me, O | LORD, and try me;
examine my heart | and my mind.
3
For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes;
I have walked faithful- | ly with you.
4I have not sat | with the worthless,
nor do I consort with | the deceitful. R
5
I have hated the company of | evildoers;
I will not sit down | with the wicked.
6I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD,
that I may go in procession | round your altar,
7
singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving
and recounting all your won- | derful deeds.
8LORD, I love the house in | which you dwell
and the place where your glo- | ry abides. R
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28
After Peter confesses that Jesus is "the Messiah, the Son of the living God" (16:16), Jesus reveals the
ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has
called a "rock."
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From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples
that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him,
saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you." 23But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind
me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on
human things." 24Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will lose it, and
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those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world
but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 27For the Son of Man is to come with his
angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom."
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
A brief silence.
God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of your church on divine things.
Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of Christ and thereby discover joy in life through
him. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and give us eyes to see the world as
you do. As the seasons change, pattern the rhythm of our lives in harmony with all creation. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one another, even those we
name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and understanding, that they advocate and genuinely care for
those who are poor and most vulnerable in their communities. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong sense of your presence and love.
Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the spirits of those who are despairing, and heal the sick
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere in prayer. Make our
congregation a workshop of your love. When we quarrel, bring reconciliation. Help us overcome evil with
good. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy ones who now live in your
undying light (especially). In our remembering, give us a foretaste of the feast to come. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

OFFERING
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THANKSGIVING
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Peace (In ASL)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness,
called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, we give you
thanks and praise.
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water
on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross,
life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, we give
you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and
deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on
you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
No matter how we may divide ourselves on earth, we pray with one another in unity as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
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God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.
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BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Go in love. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*written by Pastor Nissa Peterson, Chatfield & Root Prairie Lutheran Churches. Posted
on MightyNiss https://mightyniss.blogspot.com/2020/04/kyrie-for-worship-during-coronavirus.html
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.



Please remember the following people in your prayers: Illness: Alek B., Lori Mattson, Jonnie True,
Chandler Lundbom, Larry Ouellette, Keith Lundbom, Paxton Florek, Bruce Graves, Mary Kutsick, Cathy
Mickelson & Family, and Kyle Camarda.
Nursing Home: Ruth Elavsky, Janet Whippen, Pat Seglund, Don Johnson, and Jim LeVeque.
Assisted Living: Norma Secreast, Jean Moore, and Donna McNally.
In Service: Airman Craig Oas, Ryan Graves, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Sean Sutherland, Peter
Peterson, Brad Salmi, Mathew Moilanen and our veterans who have returned to their communities.
EVENTS OF THE WEEK
WEDNESDAY - September 2, On-Line Wednesday Night Bible Study – 5:30pm
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SUNDAY - September 6, Outdoor & On-Line Worship Service – 10:30am

