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SERVICE OF THE WORD – Autumn  2020, September 20 
The 115th Anniversary of the faith community of  
Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

 
 
GATHERING 
 
Announcements 
As you prepare for worship, even gathered in virtual community and connected by God’s beautiful and 
unfathomable design, you are invited to light a candle and center yourself to hear the Sacramental Word of 
God breaking into creation and you. 
 
Confession & Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 
Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God's work in the world.  Amen. 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Kyrie 
Seeking peace in a broken world, 
but also knowing God’s peace through God’s presence, 
we pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Seeking peace in suffering, illness, and pain, 
but also feeling God’s peace through healing, prayer, and those who help, 
we pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Seeking peace through our distress, depression, isolation, and fear, 
but also feeling God’s peace through the words of loved ones 
and the hope we see in the world, 
we pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Seeking peace through the pain of worshipping separately, 
longing for our holy community to be gathering, 
but also feeling peace through God’s presence with each of us 
as we worship together distantly, 
we pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, loving Lord. 
We need you now, as we have needed you every day. 
We cannot live without you. 
Amen.* 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely 
on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORD 

FIRST READING:  Exodus 16:2-15 
Faced with hunger in the wilderness, the Israelites longed for life back in Egypt and wished they had never 
left. Then God miraculously and graciously gave them quails and manna to eat. 
 
2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3The 
Israelites said to them, "If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by 
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the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole 
assembly with hunger." 4Then the LORD said to Moses, "I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and 
each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they 
will follow my instruction or not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as 
much as they gather on other days." 6So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, "In the evening you shall 
know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall see the 
glory of the LORD, because he has heard your complaining against the LORD. For what are we, that you 
complain against us?" 8And Moses said, "When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill 
of bread in the morning, because the LORD has heard the complaining that you utter against him — what 
are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the LORD." 9Then Moses said to Aaron, "Say to the 
whole congregation of the Israelites, 'Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.'" 10And as 
Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of 
the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11The LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12"I have heard the complaining of 
the Israelites; say to them, 'At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of 
bread; then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.'" 13In the evening quails came up and covered the 
camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there 
on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the 
Israelites saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was. Moses said to 
them, "It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat." 
Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 
Make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. Hallelujah! (Ps. 105:1, 45) 
 
1Give thanks to the LORD and call up- | on God's name; 
 make known the deeds of the LORD a- | mong the peoples. 
2Sing to the | LORD, sing praises, 
 and speak of all God's | marvelous works. 
3Glory in God's | holy name; 
 let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice. 
4Search for the strength | of the LORD; 
 continually | seek God's face. 
5Remember the marvels | God has done, 
 the wonders and the judgments | of God's mouth, 
6O offspring of Abra- | ham, God's servant, 
 O children of Jacob, God's | chosen ones.   R 
37You led out your people with sil- | ver and gold; 
 in all their tribes there was not | one that stumbled. 
38Egypt was glad to | see them go, 
 because they were a- | fraid of them. 
39You spread out a cloud | for a covering 
 and a fire to give | light by night. 
40They asked, and | you brought quail, 
 and satisfied them with | bread from heaven. 
41You opened the rock, and | water flowed, 
 so the river ran in | the dry places. 
42For you remembered your | holy word 
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 and Abra- | ham your servant.   R 
43So you led forth your peo- | ple with gladness, 
 your chosen with | shouts of joy. 
44You gave your people the lands | of the nations, 
 and they took the fruit of | others' toil, 
45that they might | keep your statutes 
 and observe your teachings. | Hallelujah!   R 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20th chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 
Jesus tells a parable about God's generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards people 
according to what they have earned or deserve. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1"The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent 
them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace; 4and he said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.' So 
they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o'clock, he did the same. 6And about five 
o'clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 'Why are you standing here idle 
all day?' 7They said to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard.' 
8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 'Call the laborers and give them their 
pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.' 9When those hired about five o'clock came, each of 
them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 
each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, 12saying, 'These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne 
the burden of the day and the scorching heat.' 13But he replied to one of them, 'Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to 
give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? 
Or are you envious because I am generous?' 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last." 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
SERMON 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 
Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the church, equip it 
for its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside your concern, 
mighty God. Lord, in your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity toward all you have made. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to places of conflict and 
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violence (especially). Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of negotiators, 
peacekeepers, and development workers. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, 
ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, victims of crime and those serving 
sentences. Give fruitful labor and a livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and courage to all who are 
in need (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us faithfulness to follow them, 
living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song around his throne. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Peace (In ASL) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness, 
called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, we give you 
thanks and praise. 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water 
on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, 
life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, we give 
you thanks and praise. 
 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and 
deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on 
you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
forever.   Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
No matter how we may divide ourselves on earth, we pray with one another in unity as Jesus taught us: 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   
 forever and ever.   Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
We give you thanks, gracious God, 
that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, 
into your beloved vineyard 
to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, 
guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ 
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Go in Love.  Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
______________________________________________ 
*written by Pastor Nissa Peterson, Chatfield & Root Prairie Lutheran Churches. Posted    
on MightyNiss https://mightyniss.blogspot.com/2020/04/kyrie-for-worship-during-coronavirus.html 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New 
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Please remember the following people in your prayers:  Illness:  Alek B., Lori Mattson, Jonnie True, 
Chandler Lundbom, Larry Ouellette, Keith Lundbom, Paxton Florek, Bruce Graves, Mary Kutsick, Cathy 
Mickelson & Family, and Kyle Camarda. 

Nursing Home: Ruth Elavsky, Janet Whippen, Pat Seglund, Don Johnson, and Jim LeVeque. 
Assisted Living: Norma Secreast, Jean Moore, and Donna McNally. 

In Service: Airman Craig Oas, Ryan Graves, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Sean Sutherland, Peter 
Peterson, Brad Salmi, Mathew Moilanen and our veterans who have returned to their communities. 

EVENTS OF THE WEEK 
WEDNESDAY – September 23 – Wednesday On-line Bible Study – 5:30pm 

SUNDAY -    September 27, Outdoor  & On-Line Worship Service – 10:30am 

*** Contact Jennifer Wood with interest or questions about Fall 2020 Sunday School plans. *** 

https://mightyniss.blogspot.com/2020/04/kyrie-for-worship-during-coronavirus.html
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