
Palm Sunday – April 9 & 10, 2022
The 115th Anniversary of the faith community of Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church

Today we follow Christ from triumphal entry to the cross, each
waypoint of the journey marked by Jesus’ compassion for
those who would betray, mock, accuse, or do violence to him.
Though persecuted and beaten, Jesus the Son of God is not
disgraced; instead, he asks forgiveness for those who put him
to death. We have walked the Lenten pathway these forty
days, each of us invited through baptism to “let the same mind
be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” We enter this holy week

accompanying Jesus to the cross with both grief and thanksgiving in our hearts,
trusting in God’s redeeming love.

Announcements
As you prepare for worship, gathered in virtual community and connected by God’s
beautiful and unfathomable design, you are invited to light a candle for your home
worship space.

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of God,
who makes a way in the wilderness,
walks with us,
and guides us in our pilgrimage.
Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One,
we confess that we have wandered far from you:
we have not trusted your promises,
we have ignored your prophets in our own day,



we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us!
Forgive us and turn us again to you.
Teach us to follow in your ways,
assure us again of your love,
and help us to love our neighbor. Amen.

Beloved in Christ,
the Word draws near to you,
and all who call out to God shall be saved.
In Jesus, God comes to you again and again
and gathers you under wings of love.
In☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.
God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love.
Amen.

Opening Hymn  -  #344    All Glory, Laud, and Honor

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable
us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his
resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

WORD

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a

This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the servant’s
obedience amid persecution. Though the servant has been variously understood as



the prophet himself or a remnant of faithful Israel, Christians have often recognized
the figure of Christ in these poems.
 4The Lord GOD has given me
  the tongue of a teacher,
 that I may know how to sustain
  the weary with a word.
 Morning by morning he wakens—
  wakens my ear
  to listen as those who are taught.
 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
  and I was not rebellious,
  I did not turn backward.
 6I gave my back to those who struck me,
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
 I did not hide my face
  from insult and spitting.

 7The Lord GOD helps me;
  therefore I have not been disgraced;
 therefore I have set my face like flint,
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
  8he who vindicates me is near.
 Who will contend with me?
  Let us stand up together.
 Who are my adversaries?
  Let them confront me.
 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me;
  who will declare me guilty?
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 31:9-16

Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)
 9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble;
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly.
 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing;



  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are consumed.
 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my

acquaintances; when they see me in the street | they avoid me.
 12Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind;
  I am as useless as a | broken pot. R
 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around;
  they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life.
 14But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD.
  I have said, “You | are my God.
 15My times are | in your hand;
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me.
 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant;
  save me in your | steadfast love.” R

Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11

Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus’ humble obedience
in his incarnation as a human being, even to death, and his exaltation and glory as
Lord of all.
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
 6who, though he was in the form of God,
  did not regard equality with God
  as something to be exploited,
 7but emptied himself,
  taking the form of a slave,
  being born in human likeness.
 And being found in human form,
  8he humbled himself
  and became obedient to the point of death—
  even death on a cross.

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him
  and gave him the name
  that is above every name,
 10so that at the name of Jesus
  every knee should bend,
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
 11and every tongue should confess



  that Jesus Christ is Lord,
  to the glory of God the Father.
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 22nd chapter
Glory to you, O Lord

Gospel: Luke 22:14--23:56

Through the teachings and events of the passion story we see and hear the great
contradictions that characterize the coming of God’s reign. The leader serves the
followers, proud Peter is revealed in his cowardice, and Jesus—the innocent
bringer of life—is arrested, beaten, executed, and buried.
14When the hour came, [Jesus] took his place at the table, and the apostles with
him. 15He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before
I suffer; 16for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”
17Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it
among yourselves; 18for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the
vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20And he did the same with the cup
after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my
blood. 21But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table.
22For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to that one by
whom he is betrayed!” 23Then they began to ask one another which one of them it
could be who would do this.

 24A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded
as the greatest. 25But he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them;
and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26But not so with you;
rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like
one who serves. 27For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who
serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.
 28“You are those who have stood by me in my trials; 29and I confer on you, just as
my Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, 30so that you may eat and drink at my
table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

 31“Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, 32but I



have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when once you have
turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 33And he said to him, “Lord, I am ready to
go with you to prison and to death!” 34Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the cock will not
crow this day, until you have denied three times that you know me.”

 35He said to them, “When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you
lack anything?” They said, “No, not a thing.” 36He said to them, “But now, the one
who has a purse must take it, and likewise a bag. And the one who has no sword
must sell his cloak and buy one. 37For I tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in
me, ‘And he was counted among the lawless’; and indeed what is written about me
is being fulfilled.” 38They said, “Lord, look, here are two swords.” He replied, “It is
enough.”

 39He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the
disciples followed him. 40When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray that
you may not come into the time of trial.” 41Then he withdrew from them about a
stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, 42“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup
from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” 43⟦Then an angel from heaven
appeared to him and gave him strength. 44In his anguish he prayed more earnestly,
and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground.⟧
45When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping
because of grief, 46and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray
that you may not come into the time of trial.”

 47While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas,
one of the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; 48but Jesus
said to him, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?” 49When
those who were around him saw what was coming, they asked, “Lord, should we
strike with the sword?” 50Then one of them struck the slave of the high priest and
cut off his right ear. 51But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and
healed him. 52Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police,
and the elders who had come for him, “Have you come out with swords and clubs
as if I were a bandit? 53When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not
lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!”

 54Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s
house. But Peter was following at a distance. 55When they had kindled a fire in the
middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. 56Then a



servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, “This man also was
with him.” 57But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” 58A little later
someone else, on seeing him, said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said,
“Man, I am not!” 59Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, “Surely this
man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.” 60But Peter said, “Man, I do not know
what you are talking about!” At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock
crowed. 61The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word
of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock crows today, you will deny me
three times.” 62And he went out and wept bitterly.

 63Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; 64they
also blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?”
65They kept heaping many other insults on him.

 66When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests
and scribes, gathered together, and they brought him to their council. 67They said,
“If you are the Messiah, tell us.” He replied, “If I tell you, you will not believe; 68and if
I question you, you will not answer. 69But from now on the Son of Man will be
seated at the right hand of the power of God.” 70All of them asked, “Are you, then,
the Son of God?” He said to them, “You say that I am.” 71Then they said, “What
further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!”23:

1Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2They
began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding
us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.”
3Then Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered, “You say
so.” 4Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an
accusation against this man.” 5But they were insistent and said, “He stirs up the
people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this
place.”

 6When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7And when
he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who
was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad,
for he had been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about
him and was hoping to see him perform some sign. 9He questioned him at some
length, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10The chief priests and the scribes stood by,
vehemently accusing him. 11Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt
and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate.



12That same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; before this they
had been enemies.

 13Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 14and
said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and
here I have examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of
any of your charges against him. 15Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us.
Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16I will therefore have him flogged
and release him.”
 18Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas
for us!” 19(This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had
taken place in the city, and for murder.) 20Pilate, wanting to release Jesus,
addressed them again; 21but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22A third time
he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for
the sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release him.” 23But
they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their
voices prevailed. 24So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted.
25He released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for
insurrection and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished.

 26As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming
from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind
Jesus. 27A great number of the people followed him, and among them were women
who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 28But Jesus turned to them and
said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for
your children. 29For the days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the
barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ 30Then
they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For
if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”
 32Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him.
33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34⟦Then Jesus said, “Father,
forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”⟧ And they cast lots to
divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at
him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his
chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour
wine, 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was
also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”



 39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying,
“Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?
41And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve
for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you,
today you will be with me in Paradise.”

 44It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in
the afternoon, 45while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in
two. 46Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I
commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 47When the centurion
saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was
innocent.” 48And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw
what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. 49But all his
acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a
distance, watching these things.

 50Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a
member of the council, 51had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the
Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God.
52This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53Then he took it down,
wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever
been laid. 54It was the day of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. 55The
women who had come with him from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and
how his body was laid. 56Then they returned, and prepared spices and ointments.
  On the sabbath they rested according to the commandment.

The Gospel of the Lord! Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day  -  #353    Were You There

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he



rose again.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church, called to follow Jesus in the way of the cross. Make us
unflinching servants of the gospel. Deliver us from hardship as we confront the
forces of injustice and practice radical compassion. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For the earth and all its inhabitants, created in love: Train us to recognize your
divine goodness in the world around us. Rouse in us a reverence for creation, that
we take greater care of its resources. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For those in positions of authority called to lead with integrity and compassion:
Supply them with courage and vulnerability when challenged with new ideas.
Deliver them from fear that limits imagination and impedes justice. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For those who suffer, waiting expectantly for mercy and consolation: Accompany
those who feel abandoned or betrayed, defend those who are wrongly accused,
and embrace those who are incarcerated or detained. Heal those who are ill
(especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For Christians around the world, preparing this week to journey with Jesus to the
cross: Reveal to us once again the earthshaking power of humble service,
unmerited forgiveness, and sacrificial love. Lead us all from death to life. Merciful
God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



We remember those who have died (especially Mikael Agricola and . . .), who were
commended into your hands. Remember us when you come into your kingdom,
and prepare a place for each of us with you in paradise. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of
Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Offering

Offering Prayer
Extravagant God,
you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.
Now we gather at your feast
where you offer us the food that satisfies.
Take and use what we offer here, come among us,
and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,
in whose name we pray.
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Lord’s Prayer
Our faithful teacher Jesus gave us the words we need to bring us back to God and
our God-given selves when he taught us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.
Amen.



Invitation to Communion
The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.
This is the body and blood of Christ, given for you.
Amen.

 
All who desire communion on this day are welcome to commune with us and
partake in the promise of eternal life by Jesus Christ himself. In solidarity with our
siblings in recovery, we use non-alcoholic wine. Please indicate if you would like a
gluten free communion wafer. If you do not wish to take communion, you are still
invited to ask Pastor for a blessing before you leave. Typically, those who commune
are baptized into the Christian faith. If you are not baptized and would like to learn
more about what it means to be baptized and share in the meal at the Lord's
Supper Table, please talk with Pastor.

Prayer after Communion
Blessed Jesus,
in this rich meal of grace,
you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope
to a world in need.
Amen.

SENDING

Blessing
You are children of God,
anointed with the oil of gladness
and strengthened for the journey.
Almighty God,
motherly, majestic, and mighty,
☩ bless you this day and always.
Amen.

Sending Hymn - #347    Go to Dark Gethsemane

Dismissal
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.



Thanks be to God.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Please remember the following people in your prayers: Paxton, Marlene Robbins, Tara
Henry, Craig, Ray Berg, Anne Balko, Christina Bell, Jake Rosenberg, Dawn Syers, Rick, Tommy
Paradise, Lana, Joe, Arlene Posont, Paige, Mary Kutsick, Jamie, Jonnie Tru, Gary, Florence, Jen
Lincoln, Amy Sturtleen, Phil, Doris Hayrynen, Heidi Prunick, Family of Terry Bond, Duray Murk,
and all who are in our prayers today.

Nursing Home: Ruth Elavsky, Jim LeVeque, and Babe Strand
Assisted Living: Norma Secreast
In Service: Airman Craig Oas, Ryan Graves, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Peter Peterson,
Mathew Moilanen, Michael Graves, Airman Mikala Robinson, and our veterans who have
returned to their communities.
General: All who deal with COVID-19 here in our neighborhoods and beyond.

PRESIDING MINISTER:   Pastor Ellie Russey
ASSISTING MINISTER: George Balko – Saturday Margaret Gosselin - Sunday
USHERS: Volunteer Needed – Sat Patsy L. & Helen S. - Sunday
ALTAR GUILD: Robin Mattson
MUSICIAN: Michele Albright

EVENTS OF THE WEEK

Friday, April 15th -  Good Friday Service – 1:00pm
Saturday April 16th – Easter Vigil Service – 5:00pm - In-person
Sunday April 17th – 10:30am Easter Service  - In-person and on Facebook Live

Please contact Pastor Tommy Richter if pastoral care is
needed -

pastor.tommyrichter@gmail.com
or 215-470-9948 cell; 906-286-4383 home

mailto:pastor.tommyrichter@gmail.com

