Journey through Genesis

SERVICE OF THE WORD - Summer 2020, August 9
The 115™ Anniversary of the faith community of

Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church

GATHERING

Announcements

As you prepare for worship, even gathered in virtual community and connected by God’s beautiful and
unfathomable design, you are invited to light a candle and center yourself to hear the Sacramental Word of
God breaking into creation and you.

Confession & Forgiveness

God, we confess that we do not always understand Your ways.

We are easily discouraged when life takes unexpected turns and our carefully laid plans and dreams come to
nothing. We confess that we are quick to give up when things get difficult, and quick to question Your
presence and Your power. Forgive us.

Grant us patience to wait for Your good timing. Open our eyes to recognize Your leading in our lives—to
listen for Your gentle whisper when we least expect it. And then give us courage to step out in faith and
obedience, trusting in Your leading even when we cannot yet see the outcome.

We praise You for Your faithful love, and pray that You would make us worthy to bear Your name. Amen.!

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the + Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie for Time of Pandemic and Shedding Racism

In peace and with repentant hearts, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for a COVID-19 vaccine, for a creation centered on loving God and
neighbor above self and material goods, for the well-being of the church of God, for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

Help us to see our own racism, teach us to be anti-racist, protect and preserve us from COVID-19, save us,
comfort us and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from
despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
Though Joseph was Jacob's favorite son, his jealous brothers sold him into slavery. Judah, who protected

Joseph's life, later gives a moving speech before Joseph in Egypt, indicating that the brothers had changed
their ways (44:18-34).

!Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. *This is the story of the
family of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a
helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their
father. *Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age;
and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. “But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more
than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. ?Now his brothers went to
pasture their father's flock near Shechem. '*And Israel said to Joseph, "Are not your brothers pasturing the
flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them." He answered, "Here I am." 1430 he said to him, "Go
now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me." So he sent him from
the valley of Hebron. He came to Shechem, '*and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked
him, "What are you seeking?" '®'I am seeking my brothers," he said; "tell me, please, where they are
pasturing the flock." "The man said, "They have gone away, for I heard them say, 'Let us go to Dothan."" So
Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. '®They saw him from a distance, and before he
came near to them, they conspired to kill him. "They said to one another, "Here comes this dreamer.
20Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has
devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams." >'But when Reuben heard it, he delivered
him out of their hands, saying, "Let us not take his life." >?Reuben said to them, "Shed no blood; throw him
into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him"—that he might rescue him out of their hand and
restore him to his father. 2>So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe
with sleeves that he wore; **and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no
water in it. >>Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from
Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. *Then
Judah said to his brothers, "What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? ?’Come, let us sell
him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh." And his brothers
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agreed. 2When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold
him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b
Make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. Hallelujah! (Ps. 105:1, 45)

'Give thanks to the LORD and call up- | on God's name;
make known the deeds of the LORD a- | mong the peoples.
2Sing to the | LORD, sing praises,
and speak of all God's | marvelous works.
3Glory in God's ! holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice.
4Search for the strength | of the LORD;
continually | seek God's face. R
SRemember the marvels | God has done,
the wonders and the judgments | of God's mouth,
%0 offspring of Abra-! ham, God's servant,
O children of Jacob, God's | chosen ones.
!Then God called for a famine | in the land
and destroyed the sup- | ply of bread.
1"The LORD sent a | man before them,
Joseph, who was sold | as a slave. R
3They bruised his | feet in fetters;
his neck they put in an | iron collar.
19Until his prediction | came to pass,
the word of the LORD ! tested him.
20The king sent | and released him;
the ruler of the peoples | set him free,
Ygetting him as a master o- ! ver his household,
as a ruler over all | his possessions,
22to instruct his princes according ! to his will
and to teach his elders wisdom. **° | Hallelujah! R

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew's gospel typically portrays Jesus' disciples as people of "little faith,"” who fail despite their best
intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and
sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while
he dismissed the crowds. 2> And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to
pray. When evening came, he was there alone, *but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far
from the land, for the wind was against them. >>And early in the morning he came walking toward them on
the sea. 2But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!"
And they cried out in fear. 2’But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, "Take heart, it is I; do not be
afraid." 2Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water." *He said,
"Come." So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. **But when he
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noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!" *'Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?"
32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. **And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you
are the Son of God."

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.

A brief'silence.

For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the midst of storms, so that we see and hear
Jesus calling: "Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid." May we follow Christ wherever he leads. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

For the well-being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife from exploitation and
abuse. Help the human family endeavor to sustain and be sustained by the resources of your hand. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness meet, and righteousness and peace
kiss. May nations in conflict know the peace that is the fruit of justice, and the justice that is the path to
peace. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved. Accompany all who are lonely, hear
the voices of those who cry out in anguish, and support those who are frustrated in their search for an
affordable place to live. We pray for those suffering this day (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For our congregation. You have gathered us here today as your people and we thank you for this gift. We
pray for those who are new to this community, for students and teachers preparing for a new school year,
and for those struggling with unexpected hardship. Supply us generously with your grace for our life
together. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all times and places, and for the saints
in our lives and in our community whom you have gathered to yourself (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Peace (In ASL)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

THANKSGIVING
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OFFERING

THANKSGIVING OF THE WORD

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness,
called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, we give you
thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water
on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross,
life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, we give
you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and
deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on
you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
When we disciples ask Jesus how to pray, he teaches us, saying pray with words like these:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,

nor things present, nor things to come,

nor powers, nor height, nor depth,

nor anything else in all creation,

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

i Based on re:worship prayer, https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/07/prayer-of-confession-commitment-august.html
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms)
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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