Journey through Genesis
SERVICE OF THE WORD – Summer 2020, July 26
The 115th Anniversary of the faith community of
Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church

GATHERING
Announcements
As you prepare for worship, even gathered in virtual community and connected by God’s beautiful and
unfathomable design, you are invited to light a candle and center yourself to hear the Sacramental Word of
God breaking into creation and you.
Confession & Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
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Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God's love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom
of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: Genesis 29:15-28
Laban deceives Jacob by giving his older daughter, Leah, to Jacob in marriage instead of the promised
younger daughter, Rachel. Because of his love for Rachel, Jacob agrees to work for Laban for an additional
seven years so that he may also be married to her.
15

Laban said to Jacob, "Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me,
what shall your wages be?" 16Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name
of the younger was Rachel. 17Leah's eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. 18Jacob loved
Rachel; so he said, "I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel." 19Laban said, "It is
better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me." 20So Jacob served
seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her. 21Then
Jacob said to Laban, "Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed." 22So Laban
gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast. 23But in the evening he took his daughter
Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 24(Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to
be her maid.) 25When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, "What is this you have done to
me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?" 26Laban said, "This is not done
in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. 27Complete the week of this one, and we will give
you the other also in return for serving me another seven years." 28Jacob did so, and completed her week;
then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
Make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. Hallelujah! (Ps. 105:1, 45)
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Give thanks to the LORD and call up- | on God's name;
make known the deeds of the LORD a- | mong the peoples.
2Sing to the | LORD, sing praises,
and speak of all God's | marvelous works.
3
Glory in God's | holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice.
4Search for the strength | of the LORD;
continually | seek God's face.
5
Remember the marvels | God has done,
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the wonders and the judgments | of God's mouth,
6O offspring of Abra- | ham, God's servant,
O children of Jacob, God's | chosen ones. R
7
The LORD | is our God,
whose judgments prevail in | all the world,
8who has always been mindful | of the covenant,
the promise made for a thousand | generations:
9
the covenant | made with Abraham,
the oath | sworn to Isaac,
10which God established as a stat- | ute for Jacob,
an everlasting cove- | nant for Israel,
11
saying, "To you will I give the | land of Canaan
to be your allotted inheritance." 45b | Hallelujah! R
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Throughout Matthew's gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that "the kingdom of heaven
is near!" Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for
people's lives.
31

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that
someone took and sowed in his field; 32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the
greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches." 33He
told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it was leavened."
44

"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search
of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 47Again,
the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was
full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the
end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51Have you understood all this?" They
answered, "Yes." 52And he said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of
heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old."
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
A brief silence.
Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub, a woman baking bread, a
fishing net. Help your church witness to the surprising yet common ways you encounter us in daily life.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our understanding and awe of your
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SERMON – Elaine Robbins

creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers. Treasuring the earth, may we live as grateful and
healing caretakers of our home. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into the welcoming shade of
your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust with each other and walk in the way of peace.
(Here a particular world struggle may be named.) Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your will. Help us when we
do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge to the weary, justice to those who are
oppressed, and healing to the sick (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this congregation ask boldly for
what is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of being your people in this place and time. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your people in all times and places.
Embolden our witness now and one day gather us with all your saints in light (especially). Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Peace (In ASL)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
THANKSGIVING OF THE WORD
Let us pray.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness,
called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, we give you
thanks and praise.
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Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross,
life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, we give
you thanks and praise.
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By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water
on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and
deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on
you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
When we disciples ask Jesus how to pray, he teaches us, saying pray with words like these:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

______________________________

Financial Snapshot

*This Income figure does include
the Payroll Protection Loan.
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2020 Year-to-Date
Income
/
Expenses
$87,167.00*
$66,127.14
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JUNE
Income
/ Expenses
$ 8,964.00
$13,951.28

