Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 14, 2021

The 115th Anniversary of the faith community of Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church

The fourth of the Old
Testament promises
providing a baptismal
lens this Lent is the
promise God makes to
Moses: those who look
on the bronze serpent
will live. In today’s gospel
Jesus says he will be
lifted up on the cross like
the serpent, so that those
who look to him in faith
will live. When we receive
the sign of the cross in
baptism, that cross
becomes the sign we can
look to in faith for
healing, for restored
relationship to God, for
hope when we are dying.
Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Fountain of living water,
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Silence is kept for reflection.
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the
one who is full of compassion.

pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and
rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds
may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
WORD
First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9

Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine
and grumble. They forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God
punishes them for their sin, but when they repent God also provides a means of
healing: a bronze serpent lifted up on a pole.
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From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke
against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in
the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable
food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the
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people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have
sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away
the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses,
“Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall
look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and
live.
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
You deliver your people from their distress. (Ps. 107:19)
1
Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good,
for God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
2
Let the redeemed of the | LORD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe,
3
gathering them in | from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the south.
17
Some were fools and took re- | bellious paths;
through their sins they | were afflicted.
18
They loathed all man- | ner of food
and drew near | to death’s door.
19
Then in their trouble they cried | to the LORD
and you delivered them from | their distress. R
20
You sent forth your | word and healed them
and rescued them | from the grave.
21
Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your | steadfast love
and your wonderful works | for all people.
22
Let them offer sacrifices | of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with | shouts of joy. R
Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10

While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace in
Christ Jesus. We are saved not by what we do but by grace through faith. Thus our
good works are really a reflection of God’s grace at work in our lives.
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You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived,
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit
that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among
them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we
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were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy,
out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—9not the result of
works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: John 3:14-21 (Message Translation)
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[Jesus said:] “In the same way that Moses lifted the serpent in the desert so people
could have something to see and then believe, it is necessary for the Son of Man to
be lifted up—and everyone who looks up to him, trusting and expectant, will gain a
real life, eternal life.
“This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son.
And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can
have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son
merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came to help,
to put the world right again. Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who
refuses to trust him has long since been under the death sentence without knowing it.
And why? Because of that person’s failure to believe in the one-of-a-kind Son of God
when introduced to him.
“This is the crisis we’re in: God-light streamed into the world, but men and women
everywhere ran for the darkness. They went for the darkness because they were not
really interested in pleasing God. Everyone who makes a practice of doing evil,
addicted to denial and illusion, hates God-light and won’t come near it, fearing a
painful exposure. But anyone working and living in truth and reality welcomes Godlight so the work can be seen for the God-work it is.”
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To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the
scripture passage quoted in today’s first reading. Just as those who looked upon the
bronze serpent were healed, so people will be saved when they behold Christ lifted
up on the cross.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message
Sermon
APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.
Amen.

You sent your Son that the world might
be saved through him. Inspire the
witness of the church throughout the
world. Empower missionaries, Bible
translators, and ministries of service in
your name. Bless our partners in ministry
(specific mission partners may be
named), our ELCA global partner
churches, and Young Adults in Global
Mission. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
From east to west your steadfast love is
shown. Nourish seas and deserts,
wilderness areas and cities. Give water to
thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that

You sustained your people in the
wilderness. Give courage to all who lead
in times of crisis and scarce resources.
Prosper the work of those who aid
victims of famine and drought
(especially). Bring peace in places where
scarce resources cause violence. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all
who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in
places where death seems triumphant;
give healing to those who are sick and
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A brief silence.

feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as
they prepare for the growing season.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Prayers of Intercession
Relying on the promises of God, we pray
boldly for the church, the world, and all
in need.

comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
By grace we have been saved. Fill this
congregation to overflowing with that
grace, that we show mercy to others.
Nourish any in our midst who are
hungry, especially children, and bless our
ministries of feeding and shelter
(especially). Give us patience and
courage when the way seems long. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
Your Son was lifted up that whoever
believes might have eternal life. We
praise you for all who have died in
Christ. Bring us with all the saints into
the fullness of your promises. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers
to you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Peace (In ASL)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Offering Prayer
Oh God, we come before you humbly and happily with first fruits of our time, our
bodies and our treasures. Give us grace to set a good example to all among whom we
live, to be just and true in all our dealings, to be strict and conscientious in the
discharge of every duty; pure and temperate in all enjoyment, gracious and generous
and courteous toward all; so that the mind of Jesus Christ may be formed in us and all
may know that we are his disciples; and whose name we pray.
Amen. Amen.

Page

We praise you for Christ, who joined us in our desert,
calling us to righteousness, granting forgiveness,
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Holy God,
our living Water, our faithful Companion, our true Guide,
by your Word you created a world with rivers and seas, wells and springs,
and in mercy you provided water for your people in the wilderness.
For your Word with the water of baptism, we thank you, O God.
We thank you, O God.

and walking with us into newness of life.
For Jesus, your gracious Word, we glorify you, O God.
We glorify you, O God.
Through these days of Lent we plead for your Spirit,
that strengthened by your Word,
we may care for others and for the world you made,
and work for justice and peace for all.
For your Word in our hearts and minds, we praise you, O God.
We praise you, O God.
Receive our thanksgiving, and grant us your blessing,
Holy God, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
While worldly powers try to divide too often, Jesus always brings us back to our
unified truth in teaching us to pray a little slowly and with a lot of feeling:
as we forgive those who trespass
Our Father, who art in heaven,
against us;
hallowed be thy name,
and lead us not into temptation,
thy kingdom come,
but deliver us from evil.
thy will be done,
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
on earth as it is in heaven.
and the glory,
Give us this day our daily bread;
forever and ever.
and forgive us our trespasses,
Amen.
SENDING
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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Blessing
You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.

Please remember the following people in your prayers: Alek, Lori, Jonnie, Chandler, Larry, Keith,
Paxton, Bruce, Mary, Cathy, Marlene, Larry, Jim, Tara, Jeff, Mary, Dave, Jim & Tina, Craig, Stacy, Ray,
Pat, Doris, Richard, Mike, Mark, Anne, Christina, Cydney, Jake, Dawn, Billie, and all who are in our
prayers today.

Nursing Home: Ruth Elavsky, Jim LeVeque, Babe Strand and Jean Moore
Assisted Living: Norma Secreast
In Service: Airman Craig Oas, Ryan Graves, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Sean Sutherland, Peter

Peterson, Brad Salmi, Mathew Moilanen, Mikey Graves and our veterans who have returned to their
communities.

General: All who deal with COVID-19 here in our neighborhoods and beyond.
EVENTS OF THE WEEK
Wednesday – March 17th - On-line Lenten Evening Prayer service – 7pm
Sunday – March 21st – Worship Service – 10:30am - On-line service also available
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Beginning on April 7th the Munising United Methodist Church will be offering a Community Grief Support
Group which will last for four weeks. Please see flyer in Narthex for details.

