Eden Lutheran Church, Munising, Michigan
Easter Vigil, 5pm on Saturday, April 16, 2022
GATHERING
People gather outside of the sanctuary area before processing in
later.
PASTOR EXPLAINS THE LITURGY OF EASTER VIGIL
GREETING (ELW p. 266)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Siblings in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ passed from death to
life, we gather with the church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This is the passover of
Jesus Christ. Through light and the word, through water and oil, bread and wine, we proclaim
Christ’s death and resurrection, share Christ’s triumph over sin and death, and await Christ’s
coming again in glory.
If it has not been burning, the new fire is lighted. The following prayer may be used. The
presiding minister waits until the fire is burning before praying.
Let us pray.
Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. Bless this new fire,
and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising, until we feast at
the banquet of eternal light; through the Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The presiding minister may trace the inscription on the paschal candle, which is held by an
assisting minister.
Christ, yesterday and today, ☩
the beginning and the ending. A Ω
To Christ belongs all time 2
and all the ages; 0
to Christ belongs glory and dominion decade
now and forever. year
Amen.
The presiding minister lights the paschal candle, using a stick or taper from the fire, and sings or
says:
The light of Christ, rising in glory,
dispel the darkness of our | hearts and minds.
The assisting minister lifts the candle so that all may see it.
PROCESSION (ELW p. 267)
The procession begins, led by the assisting minister bearing the paschal candle. During or after
the procession, light from the paschal candle may be passed until the people’s candles are all
lighted. As the procession begins, the assisting minister sings:
The light | of Christ.
Thanks be | to God.
The procession continues into the sanctuary, stopping at midpoint. The assisting minister lifts the
paschal candle and sings on a higher tone:

The light | of Christ.
Thanks be | to God.
The procession continues. The assisting minister takes the paschal candle to its stand, lifts it high
and sings on a still higher tone:
The light | of Christ.
Thanks be | to God.
The paschal candle is placed in its stand.
EASTER PROCLAMATION (ELW p. 268)
Rejoice, now, all heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels!
Exult, all creation around God’s throne! Jesus Christ is risen!
Celebrate the divine mysteries with exultation;
and for so great a victory, sound the trumpet of salvation.
Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor,
radiant in the brightness of your king!
Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes forever.
Rejoice, O holy church! Exult in glory! The risen Savior shines upon you!
Let this place resound with joy,
echoing the mighty song of all God’s people.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that with full devotion of heart and mind and voice
we should praise the invisible God, and the only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord;
who, by his precious blood, redeemed us from bondage to the ancient sin.
For this indeed is the Paschal Feast in which the true Lamb is slain,
by whose blood the doorposts of the faithful are made holy.
This is the night [This is the night]
in which, in ancient times,
you delivered our forebears, the children of Israel,
and led them, dry-shod, through the sea.
This is the night [This is the night]
in which the darkness of sin has been purged away by the rising brightness.
This is the night [This is the night]
in which all who believe in Christ are rescued from evil and the gloom of sin,
are renewed in grace, and are restored to holiness.
This is the night [This is the night]
in which, breaking the chains of death, Christ arises from hell in triumph.
O night truly blessed which alone was worthy to know
the time and hour in which Christ arose again from hell!
This is the night [This is the night]
of which it is written: “The night is as clear as the day,”

and, “then shall my night be turned into day.”
The holiness of this night puts to flight the deeds of wickedness;
washes away sin; restores innocence to the fallen,
and joy to those who mourn; casts out hate; brings peace;
and humbles earthly pride.
Therefore, in this night of grace,
receive, O God, our praise and thanksgiving
for the light of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ,
reflected in the burning of this candle.
We sing the glories of this pillar of fire,
the brightness of which is not diminished
even when its light is divided and borrowed.
For it is fed by the melting wax which the bees, your servants,
have made for the substance of this candle.
This is the night [This is the night]
in which heaven and earth are joined—things human and things divine.
We, therefore, pray to you, O God,
that this candle, burning to the honor of your name,
will continue to vanquish the darkness of night
and be mingled with the lights of heaven.
May Christ the Morning Star find it burning,
that Morning Star who never sets,
that Morning Star who, rising from the grave,
faithfully sheds light on the whole human race.
And we pray, O God, rule, govern, and preserve
with your continual protection your whole church,
giving us peace in this time of our paschal rejoicing;
through the same Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 268)
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the risen Christ. Renew
your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship you in sincerity and truth
and may shine as a light in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated. Hand-held candles may be extinguished.

VIGIL READINGS (ELW p. 269)
* FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1--2:4a
Creation
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
3
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good;
and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
6
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters
from the waters.” 7So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there
was evening and there was morning, the second day.
9
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the
dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11Then God said, “Let the earth
put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit
with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of
every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was
good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
14
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night;
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16God made the two great
lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17God
set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was
evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
20
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above
the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21So God created the great sea monsters and every living
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every
kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was evening and there
was morning, the fifth day.
24
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25God made the wild animals
of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the
ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
26
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
27
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
28
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue
it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living
thing that moves upon the earth.” 29God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed
that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for
food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And
it was so.
1

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.
31

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the seventh
day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work
that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from
all the work that he had done in creation.
4a
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
2:1

FIRST RESPONSE: Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26
1
Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good,
for God’s mercy endures forever.
2
Give thanks to the God of gods, for God’s mercy endures forever.
3
Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
for God’s mercy endures forever;
4
who alone does great wonders, for God’s mercy endures forever;
5
who by wisdom made the heavens,
for God’s mercy endures forever;
6
who spread out the earth upon the waters, for God’s mercy endures forever;
7
who made the great lights—
for God’s mercy endures forever;
8
the sun to govern the day, for God’s mercy endures forever;
9
the moon and the stars to govern the night,
for God’s mercy endures forever;
23
who remembered us in our low estate, for God’s mercy endures forever;
24
and rescued us from our enemies,
for God’s mercy endures forever;
25
who gives food to all creatures,
for God’s mercy endures forever.
26
Give thanks to the God of heaven,
for God’s mercy endures forever.
FIRST PRAYER (ELW p. 269)
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully
restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity,
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
Amen.
THIRD READING: Genesis 22:1-18
Testing of Abraham
God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2He said, “Take
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there
as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the
morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut
the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had
shown him. 4On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. 5Then Abraham
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will
worship, and then we will come back to you.” 6Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and
laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife.
1

So the two of them walked on together. 7Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said,
“Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?” 8Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So
the two of them walked on together.
9
When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid
the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. 11But the angel of the LORD
called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12He said,
“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since
you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham looked up and saw a
ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt
offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called that place “The LORD will provide”; as it is said
to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”
15
The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16and said, “By myself I
have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your
only son, 17I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their
enemies, 18and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves,
because you have obeyed my voice.”
THIRD RESPONSE: Psalm 16
1
Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;
I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
2
All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
3
But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
4
I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take their names upon my lips.
5
O LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
6
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a rich inheritance.
7
I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
8
I have set the LORD always before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
9
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
10
For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
11
You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
THIRD PRAYER (ELW p. 269)
God and Father of all the faithful, you promised your servant Abraham that he would become the
father of many nations, and through this gift of faith you increase your chosen people throughout
he world. Form us anew by the death of your Son, that we may joyfully accept the new life of
grace given through him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

* FOURTH READING: Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21
Deliverance at the Red Sea
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on
them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. 11They said to Moses, “Was it because
there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have
you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let
us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the
Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand
firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians
whom you see today you shall never see again. 14The LORD will fight for you, and you have only
to keep still.”
15
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward.
16
But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites
may go into the sea on dry ground. 17Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they
will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his
chariots, and his chariot drivers. 18And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have
gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.”
19
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and
the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. 20It came between
the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit
up the night; one did not come near the other all night.
21
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. 22The Israelites
went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their
left. 23The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots,
and chariot drivers. 24At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down
upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged their chariot
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for
the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.”
26
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” 27So Moses stretched out
his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled
before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the
chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea;
not one of them remained.
29
But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on
their right and on their left.
30
Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead
on the seashore. 31Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the
people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.
10

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women
went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. 21And Miriam sang to them:
“Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.”
15:20

FOURTH RESPONSE: Exodus 15:1b-13, 17-18
1b
I will sing to the LORD, who has triumphed gloriously; throwing horse and rider into the sea.
2
The LORD is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation;
this is my God—this God I will praise; my father’s God—this God I will exalt.
3
The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is his name.
4
The LORD hurled Pharaoh’s chariots and army into the sea;
his picked officers were sunk in the Red Sea.
5
The floods covered them;
they went down into the depths like a stone.
6
Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power—
your right hand, O LORD, shattered the enemy.
7
In the greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries;
you sent out your fury, it consumed them like stubble.
8
At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up, the floods stood up in a heap;
the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea.
9
The enemy said, “I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its
|
fill of them.
I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.”
10
You blew with your wind, the sea covered them;
they sank like lead in the mighty waters.
11
“Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods?
Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in splendor, doing wonders?
12
You stretched out your right hand, the earth swallowed them.
13
In your steadfast love you led the people whom you redeemed;
you guided them by your strength to your holy abode.
17
You brought them in and planted them on the mountain of your own possession,
the place, O LORD, that you made your abode,
the sanctuary, O LORD, that your hands have established.
18
The LORD will reign forever and ever.
FOURTH PRAYER (ELW p. 269)
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day: By the power of your
mighty arm you once delivered your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, a sign for us of
the salvation offered to everyone by the water of baptism. Grant that all the peoples of earth may
partake in the salvation of the Israelites and together dance on the safe side of the sea, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
ELEVENTH READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 9-11
Clothed in the garments of salvation
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
2
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
1

to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
4
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
3

Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.
10
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
9

ELEVENTH RESPONSE: Deuteronomy 32:1-4, 7, 36a, 43a
1
Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak;
let the earth hear the words of my mouth.
2
May my teaching drop like the rain, my speech condense like the dew;
like gentle rain on grass, like showers on new growth.
3
For I will proclaim the name of the LORD;
ascribe greatness to our God!
4
“Great is our God, the Rock, whose work is perfect, whose ways are just:
a faithful God, without deceit, just and upright.”
7
Remember the | days of old,
consider the | years long past;
ask your father, and he | will inform you; your elders, and | they will tell you.
36a
Surely, you will vindicate your people,
and have compassion on your servants.
43a
Rejoice with the | LORD, you heavens;
bow down in worship, all you gods!
ELEVENTH PRAYER (ELW p. 269)
O God, the life of all the earth, throughout the ages you sustain and comfort your people, and
you clothe us with beauty and joy. Anoint us with the Spirit of the resurrection, that we may
extend your healing to all that is broken in your world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Romans 6:3-11
A reading from Romans.
3
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him
in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of
sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is
freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We
know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion
over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
11
So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Word of God, word of life.
The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 270)
As the lights in the church are turned up, the altar candles are lighted, bells are rung, and an
alleluia verse, an extended alleluia, a hymn with alleluias, or the canticle of praise (“This is the
feast of victory” or “Glory to God”) is sung.
GOSPEL: John 20:1-18
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out
and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter
and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but
he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the
linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first,
also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he
must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes.
11
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb;
12
and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head
and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them,
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she had
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.
15
Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him
to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have
laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because
I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ”
18
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told
them that he had said these things to her.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia.
HOMILY
The assembly is seated.
Silence for reflection follows the homily.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
On this holiest of nights, we offer prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and our world.
A brief silence.
God of the ages, you have accompanied your people throughout history, delivering them from
flood, fire, and famine. Inspire your church to tell the story of your unfailing love and presence.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
God of the cosmos, you declared your creation good. Make us mindful of the roles every plant
and creature play in your creation and guide us in protecting and restoring our shared home.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
God of the nations, you desire justice in all lands. Raise up leaders who encourage us to step
away from fear and distrust and increase our desire for collaborative peace. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
God of darkness, you keep watch as we labor through the night. Protect mothers in childbirth.
Shelter all who have no safe place to lay their head. Give ample rest to any who cannot sleep due
to fear, illness, or overwork (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
God of community, you knit your people together into one body through the waters of baptism.
We pray for those newly baptized (especially). Kindle faith in each person and renew our zeal to
live out our baptismal promises. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of new life, you welcome the faithful dead with open arms and the assurance of new life.
We give thanks for those who have died (especially) and rejoice that they have found rest in you.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We offer to you these petitions and those we carry in our hearts, trusting in your abundant and
ever-present mercy.
Amen.
PEACE (ELW p. 270)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister may lead one of the following or a similar prayer.
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As
you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you
and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
The presiding minister continues:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form.
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion.
Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as
witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
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DISMISSAL
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission.
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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