Resurrection of Our Lord, April 4, 2021

The 115th Anniversary of the faith community of Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church

Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and
God has swallowed up death
forever. With Mary Magdalene,
Simon Peter and the un-named
beloved disciple, we may feel
astonished and confused, unsure
of what to make of the empty
tomb. But this is why we gather: to
proclaim, witness, praise, and
affirm the liberating reality of
Christ’s death and resurrection. In
word and feast, we celebrate God’s
unending love, and depart to share
this good news with all the world.
Alleluia!
Announcements

As you prepare for worship, gathered in virtual community and connected by God’s
beautiful and unfathomable design, you are invited to light a candle and bring a small
glass or pitcher of water with a bowl. We will celebrate Holy Communion today. You
may use the Holy Communion elements you have already received, or you may use
bread and wine/juice from you own home.
Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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Water is poured into the font (in home worship too) as the presiding minister gives
thanks.
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Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.
Amen.
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and
by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die
every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
First Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9

More than 700 years before Christ, the prophet Isaiah proclaims the good news of
God’s salvation and calls all people to rejoice! God will make a rich feast for all
people. God will wipe the tears from their eyes. And most importantly, God will
destroy death itself.
6

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
7
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
8
he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
9
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24)
1
Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good;
God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
2
Let Israel | now declare,
“God’s mercy en- | dures forever.”
14
The LORD is my strength | and my song,
and has become | my salvation.
15
Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous:
“The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!
16
The right hand of the LORD| is exalted!
The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!”

17

I shall not | die, but live,
and declare the works | of the LORD. R
18
The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely,
but did not hand me o- | ver to death.
19
Open for me the | gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD.
20
“This is the gate | of the LORD;
here the righ- | teous may enter.”
21
I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me
and you have become | my salvation. R
22
The stone that the build- | ers rejected
has become the chief | cornerstone.
23
By the LORD has | this been done;
it is marvelous | in our eyes.
24
This is the day that the | LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be | glad in it. R

Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43

Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from
Gentiles in order to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so
that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out to all people.
34
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Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by
hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the
living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter
Glory to you, O Lord
Gospel: John 20:1-18

This morning begins with confusion: the stone has been moved and the tomb is
empty. Disciples arrive, then angels, and finally Jesus himself. Out of the confusion,
hope emerges, and a weeping woman becomes the first to confess her faith in the
risen Lord.
1

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them,
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid
him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb
first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not
go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the
linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying
with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple,
who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they
did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples
returned to their homes.
11
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The Gospel of the Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ.
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But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look
into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why
are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not
know where they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around and
saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have
laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to
him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold
on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and
say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the
Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.

Children’s Message
Sermon
APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.
Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the
power of your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news
wherever death holds sway. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life.
Bring it to blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate
our care for what you have made. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who
are afraid or confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and
those who grieve (especially). Assure them of your promises. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with
your peace. Draw together people of all nations and languages; reveal new
possibilities and inspire new beginnings. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are
called your beloved in baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work,
and in our community. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that
we join with (Benedict the African and) all who have gone before us in proclaiming:
“your mercy endures forever!” Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your neverending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION
Peace (In ASL)
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Offering
Offering Prayer
Blessed are you, O God,
ruler of heaven and earth.
Day by day you shower us with blessings.
As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Our faithful teacher Jesus gave us the words we need to bring us back to God and our
God-given selves when he taught us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Words of Institution

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.
This is the body and blood of Christ, given for you. Amen.

The assembly communes itself using the distributed elements. All who desire
communion on this day are welcome to commune with us and partake in the promise
of eternal life by Jesus Christ himself. In solidarity with our siblings in recovery, we use
non-alcoholic wine. Please indicate if you would like a gluten free communion wafer. If
you do not wish to take communion, you are still invited to ask Pastor Ann for a
blessing before you leave. Typically, those who commune are baptized into the
Christian faith. If you are not baptized and would like to learn more about what it
means to be baptized and share in the meal at the Lord's Supper Table, please talk
with Pastor Ann.
Prayer after Communion
Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Blessing
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING

Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Please remember the following people in your prayers: Alek, Lori, Jonnie, Chandler, Larry, Keith,
Paxton, Bruce, Mary, Cathy, Marlene, Larry, Jim, Tara, Jeff, Mary, Dave, Jim & Tina, Craig, Stacy, Ray,
Pat, Doris, Richard, Mike, Mark, Anne, Christina, Cydney, Jake, Dawn, Rick and all who are in our
prayers today.

Nursing Home: Ruth Elavsky, Jim LeVeque, Babe Strand and Jean Moore
Assisted Living: Norma Secreast
In Service: Airman Craig Oas, Ryan Graves, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Sean Sutherland, Peter

Peterson, Brad Salmi, Mathew Moilanen, Mikey Graves and our veterans who have returned to their
communities.

General: All who deal with COVID-19 here in our neighborhoods and beyond.

EVENTS OF THE WEEK
Wednesday – April 7th

- Wednesday Bible Study – 5:30pm

Sunday – April 11th - Sunday Worship Service– 10:30am – In-person and on Facebook Live
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Beginning on April 7th the Munising United Methodist Church will be offering a Community Grief Support
Group which will run for four weeks. Please see flyer in Narthex for details. Open to All.

