SERVICE OF THE WORD – Summer 2020, August 23
The 115th Anniversary of the faith community of
Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church
GATHERING
Announcements
As you prepare for worship, even gathered in virtual
community and connected by God’s beautiful and
unfathomable design, you are invited to light a
candle and center yourself to hear the Sacramental
Word of God breaking into creation and you.
Confession & Forgiveness
God, we confess that we do not always understand
Your ways.
We are easily discouraged when life takes
unexpected turns and our carefully laid plans and
dreams come to nothing. We confess that we are
quick to give up when things get difficult, and quick
to question Your presence and Your power. Forgive
us.
Grant us patience to wait for Your good timing. Open
our eyes to recognize Your leading in our lives—to
listen for Your gentle whisper when we least expect
it. And then give us courage to step out in faith and
obedience, trusting in Your leading even when we
cannot yet see the outcome.
The rock face at Caesarea Philippi Jesus may
have been referring to when his said, “Blessed
are you, you, you are Peter, and on this rock I
will build my church, and the gates of Hades
will not prevail against it.” (Matt 16:17)

We praise You for Your faithful love, and pray that
You would make us worthy to bear Your name.
Amen.i

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given
to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the + Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
Seeking peace in a broken world,
but also knowing God’s peace through God’s
presence,
we pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Seeking peace in suffering, illness, and pain,
but also feeling God’s peace through healing,
prayer, and those who help,
we pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Seeking peace through our distress, depression,
isolation, and fear,
but also feeling God’s peace through the words of

loved ones
and the hope we see in the world,
we pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Seeking peace through the pain of worshipping
separately,
longing for our holy community to be gathering,
but also feeling peace through God’s presence with
each of us
as we worship together distantly,
we pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, loving Lord.
We need you now, as we have needed you every
day.
We cannot live without you.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: Exodus 1:8—2:10
The brave Hebrew midwives defied Pharaoh to save many infants from death. When the mother of Moses
placed him in a basket in the Nile, the daughter of Pharaoh found him, adopted him, and raised him. Moses'
sister and mother also played crucial roles in this drama.
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Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9He said to his people, "Look, the Israelite
people are more numerous and more powerful than we. 10Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will
increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land."
11
Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities,
Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and
spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 13The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing
tasks on the Israelites, 14and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind
of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. 15The king of Egypt said to the
Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16When you act as midwives to
the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.
17
But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys
live. 18So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, "Why have you done this, and
allowed the boys to live?" 19The midwives said to Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women are not like the
Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them." 20So God dealt
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well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. 21And because the midwives
feared God, he gave them families. 22Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, "Every boy that is born to
the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live."
2:1

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2The woman conceived and bore a
son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. 3When she could hide him no
longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and
placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. 4His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen
to him. 5The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the
river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. 6When she opened it, she saw the
child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. "This must be one of the Hebrews' children," she said.
7
Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse
the child for you?" 8Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Yes." So the girl went and called the child's mother.
9
Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages." So the
woman took the child and nursed it. 10When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and
she took him as her son. She named him Moses, "because," she said, "I drew him out of the water."
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL COMPANION READING: Isaiah 51:1-6
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers comfort
to Zion. God's deliverance will come soon and will never end.
1

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock from which you
were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who
bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 3For the LORD will
comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like
the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4Listen
to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a
light to the peoples. 5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will
rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never
be ended.
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20
The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 16th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
At a climactic point in Jesus' ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is "the Messiah, the Son of the living
God," and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.
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Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?" 14And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16Simon Peter
answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." 17And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell
you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.
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I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
SPECIAL MUSIC – Offered by Christine Jefferson
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
A brief silence.
Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the living God.
Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at home and throughout the
world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join our songs to
theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this wondrous home you give us.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, legislators and
magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard those in need with mercy and
fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of peoples. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your purpose for us.
According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who are bereaved, in trouble or
adversity, or sick and in need of care (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You call us into this community (name), in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we recognize in
ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building up of the church for the
sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to joy and gladness.
In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved dead (especially). Bring us with
them to our heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Peace (In ASL)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your
Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and
brought life into being. For your Word of life, O
God, we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell
of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity,
water on the desert journey, a pathway home from
exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of
life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to
us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the
cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of
your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts
within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and
deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.
Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who
call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
No matter how we may divide ourselves on earth, we pray with one another in unity as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
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God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.
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BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

DISMISSAL
Christ goes with you. Go in peace. Go in love. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.



Please remember the following people in your prayers: Illness: Alek B., Lori Mattson, Jonnie True,
Chandler Lundbom, Larry Ouellette, Keith Lundbom, Paxton Florek, Bruce Graves, Mary Kutsick, Cathy
Mickelson & Family, and Kyle Camarda.
Nursing Home: Ruth Elavsky, Janet Whippen, Pat Seglund, Don Johnson, and Jim LeVeque.
Assisted Living: Norma Secreast, Jean Moore, and Donna McNally.
In Service: Airman Craig Oas, Ryan Graves, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Sean Sutherland, Peter
Peterson, Brad Salmi, Mathew Moilanen and our veterans who have returned to their communities.
Please submit prayer list updates to Terry, contact@edenonthebay.org
Financial Snapshot
(information to come)
EVENTS OF THE WEEK
WEDNESDAY - August 26, On-Line Wednesday Night Bible Study – 5:30pm
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SUNDAY - August 30, Outdoor & On-Line Worship Service – 10:30am

