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Journey through Genesis 

SERVICE OF THE WORD – Summer  2020, July 5 

The 115th Anniversary of the faith community of  

Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

 
 

GATHERING 

 

Announcements 

As you prepare for worship, even gathered in virtual community and connected by God’s beautiful and 

unfathomable design, you are invited to light a candle and center yourself to hear the Sacramental Word of 

God breaking into creation and you. 

 

Confession & Forgiveness 

God, we confess that we do not always understand Your ways. 

We are easily discouraged when life takes unexpected turns and our carefully laid plans and dreams come to 

nothing. We confess that we are quick to give up when things get difficult, and quick to question Your 

presence and Your power. Forgive us. 

 

Grant us patience to wait for Your good timing. Open our eyes to recognize Your leading in our lives—to 

listen for Your gentle whisper when we least expect it. And then give us courage to step out in faith and 

obedience, trusting in Your leading even when we cannot yet see the outcome. 

 

We praise You for Your faithful love, and pray that You would make us worthy to bear Your name. Amen.i 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 

sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 

you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the + Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Kyrie for Time of Pandemic and Shedding Racism 

In peace and with repentant hearts, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for a COVID-19 vaccine, for a creation centered on loving God and 

neighbor above self and material goods, for the well-being of the church of God, for the unity of all, let us 
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pray to the Lord.  

Lord have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord have mercy. 

Help us to see our own racism, teach us to be anti-racist, protect and preserve us from COVID-19, save us, 

comfort us and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless 

until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
The marriage of Isaac and Rebekah helped to fulfill God's promise that Abraham and Sarah would become 

the ancestors of many nations. 

 

[Laban, Rebekah's brother, received a visitor who said,] 34"I am Abraham's servant. 35The LORD has greatly 

blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male 

and female slaves, camels and donkeys. 36And Sarah my master's wife bore a son to my master when she 

was old; and he has given him all that he has. 37My master made me swear, saying, 'You shall not take a 

wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; 38but you shall go to my father's 

house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.' 42I came today to the spring, and said, 'O LORD, the God 

of my master Abraham, if now you will only make successful the way I am going! 43I am standing here by 

the spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, "Please give me a 

little water from your jar to drink," 44and who will say to me, "Drink, and I will draw for your camels 

also"—let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for my master's son.' 45Before I had finished 

speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water jar on her shoulder; and she went down 

to the spring, and drew. I said to her, 'Please let me drink.' 46She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, 

and said, 'Drink, and I will also water your camels.' So I drank, and she also watered the camels. 47Then I 

asked her, 'Whose daughter are you?' She said, 'The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bore to 

him.' So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. 48Then I bowed my head and worshiped 

the LORD, and blessed the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to 

obtain the daughter of my master's kinsman for his son. 49Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with 

my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to the left." 58And they 

called Rebekah, and said to her, "Will you go with this man?" She said, "I will." 59So they sent away their 

sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham's servant and his men. 60And they blessed Rebekah and 

said to her, "May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the 

gates of their foes." 61Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus 

the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. 62Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in 

the Negeb. 63Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. 
64And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, 65and said to the 

servant, "Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?" The servant said, "It is my master." 

So she took her veil and covered herself. 66And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67Then 



 

P
ag

e3
 

Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. 

So Isaac was comforted after his mother's death. 

Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 45:10-17 

God has anointed you with the oil of gladness. (Ps. 45:7) 

10"Hear, O daughter; consider and | listen closely; 

 forget your people and your | father's house. 
11The king will de- | sire your beauty; 

 he is your master, so | bow before him. 
12The city of | Tyre brings tribute; 

 the wealthiest of the people | seek your favor." 
13All glorious is the princess | as she enters; 

 her gown is | cloth-of-gold. 
14In embroidered apparel she is brought | to the king; 

 after her the bridesmaids follow | in procession. 
15With joy and gladness | they are brought, 

 and enter into the palace | of the king.   R 
16"In place of ancestors, O king, you | shall have sons; 

 you shall make them princes over | all the earth. 
17I will make your name to be remembered 

from one generation | to another; 

 therefore nations will praise you forev- | er and ever."   R 
 

Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that 

wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer. 

 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16"But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in 

the marketplaces and calling to one another, 17'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we 

wailed, and you did not mourn.' 18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a 

demon'; 19the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend 

of tax collectors and sinners!' Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds." 25At that time Jesus said, "I thank 

you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the 

intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things 

have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 

the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all you that 

are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn 

from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, 

and my burden is light." 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Sermon 
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Prayers of Intercession 

Whether alone or with a small group, let us join together to pray to God, our stronghold, for all the needs of 

the world, responding to each petition with the phrase “in mercy, receive our prayer.” 

We pray for the church around the globe. Where Christians are assembling for worship, protect them from 

viral infection. Where Christians are worshiping with print and screen, grant them steadfastness in your 

word. Strengthen those believers who doubt your goodness. Bless pastors, deacons, and committee members 

as they serve our congregations in this difficult time. 

God, you are gracious and full of compassion: in mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

We pray for the well-being of creation. Grant renewal to the air, the waters, and the lands. Save the animals 

whose natural habitat is threatened by climate change or human carelessness, and direct us toward 

sustainable living. Preserve the fields of Kenya from locusts. Nourish our country’s green spaces.   

God, you are gracious and full of compassion: in mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

We pray for the nations. Keep the world from war. Pave the way for just elections. Protect citizens from the 

designs of autocratic rulers. Uphold our courts. Guide our national and state governments in finding ways to 

redress the wrongs of racism and to ensure equality for all. 

God, you are gracious and full of compassion: in mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

We pray for those who are sick and suffering. Console the fearful, feed the hungry, house the homeless, 

shelter the run-aways. Heal the many who are newly afflicted with the coronavirus, and guide researchers in 

discovering a vaccine. Visit the sick whom we name here, silently and aloud.  

God, you are gracious and full of compassion: in mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

We pray for infants and young children, that they be carefully tended. We pray for teens, that they keep 

patience throughout the contagion. We pray for school boards, that they find solutions for the fall semester. 

We pray for the unemployed, that they find jobs. We pray for medical workers, that they remain healthy. 

We pray for the aged, especially those in care facilities, that they find companionship in your presence.  

God, you are gracious and full of compassion: in mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

We pray finally for ourselves. Show us that the yoke of faith is easy; may we find our rest in you. Hear now 

our private petitions, silent and aloud. 

God, you are gracious and full of compassion: in mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

We give thanks for those who have died in faith, especially the martyr Jan Hus and the monk Benedict of 

Nursia. Comfort all who mourn their dead, and at the end, bring us and all your people into your eternal rest.  

God, you are gracious and full of compassion: in mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, for the sake of him who bore the heavy yoke for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen. 

Peace (In ASL) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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THANKSGIVING 

 

Offering 
 

Thanksgiving for the Word 
Let us pray. 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness, 

called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, we give you 

thanks and praise. 
 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water 

on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, 

life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, we give 

you thanks and praise. 
 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and 

deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on 

you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

forever. Amen. 

 

 

Lord's Prayer 

When we disciples ask Jesus how to pray, he teaches us, saying pray with words like these: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
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God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
                                                           

i Based on re:worship prayer, https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/07/prayer-of-confession-commitment-august.html 

ii Based on prayers from https://blogs.elca.org/worship/ 

 

https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/07/prayer-of-confession-commitment-august.html

