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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, February 7, 2021 

The 115th Anniversary of the faith community of Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 
 

In Isaiah the one God who sits above the earth 
and numbers the stars also strengthens the 
powerless. So in Jesus’ healing work we see the 
hand of the creator God, lifting up the sick 
woman to health and service (diakonia). Like 
Simon’s mother-in-law, we are lifted up and 
healed to serve. Following Jesus, we strengthen 
the powerless; like Jesus, we seek to renew our 
own strength in quiet times of prayer. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign                        
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister  
begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose voice is upon the waters, 
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 
whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Holy God, 
you search us and know us. 
You are acquainted with all our ways. 
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 
We turn inward, failing to follow 
your outward way of love. 
We distrust those who are not like us. 
We exploit the earth and its resources 
and fail to consider generations to come. 
Forgive us, gracious God, 
for all we have done and left undone. 
Even before the words are on our tongues, 
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you know them; 
receive them in your divine mercy. 
Amen. 
 
How vast is God’s grace! 
Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 
our sins are washed away 
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 
Indeed, we are forgiven. 
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 
we are called to be the beloved community 
living out Christ’s justice 
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Amen. 
 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us 
agents of your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to 
the ends of your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
  
WORD 

First Reading: Isaiah 40:21-31 

The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who will bring them 
to freedom is the God who created the world, the God who subdues the rulers of the 
earth and gives strength to those who are weary. 
 21Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
  Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
  Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
 22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
  and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
 who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
  and spreads them like a tent to live in; 
 23who brings princes to naught, 
  and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
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 24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
  scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
 when he blows upon them, and they wither, 
  and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
 
 25To whom then will you compare me, 
  or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
 26Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
  Who created these? 
 He who brings out their host and numbers them, 
  calling them all by name; 
 because he is great in strength, 
  mighty in power, 
  not one is missing. 
 
 27Why do you say, O Jacob, 
  and speak, O Israel, 
 “My way is hidden from the LORD, 
  and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
 28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
 The LORD is the everlasting God, 
  the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
 He does not faint or grow weary; 
  his understanding is unsearchable. 
 29He gives power to the faint, 
  and strengthens the powerless. 
 30Even youths will faint and be weary, 
  and the young will fall exhausted; 
 31but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 
  they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
 they shall run and not be weary, 
  they shall walk and not faint. 

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm: Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 

The LORD heals the brokenhearted. (Ps. 147:3) 
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 1Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises | to our God! 
  How pleasant it is to honor | God with praise! 
 2The LORD re- | builds Jerusalem, 
  and gathers the ex- | iles of Israel. 
 3The LORD heals the | brokenhearted 
  and binds | up their wounds. 
 4The LORD counts the number | of the stars 
  and calls them all | by their names. R 
 5Great is our LORD and might- | y in power; 
  there is no limit | to God’s wisdom. 
 6The LORD lifts | up the lowly, 
  but casts the wicked | to the ground. 
 7Sing to the LORD| with thanksgiving; 
  make music upon the harp | to our God, 
 8who covers the heav- | ens with clouds 
  and prepares rain for the earth, making grass to grow up- | on the mountains. R 
 9God provides food | for the cattle 
  and for the young ravens | when they cry. 
 10God is not impressed by the might | of a horse, 
  and has no pleasure in the speed | of a runner, 
 11but finds pleasure in those who | fear the LORD, 
  in those who await God’s steadfast love. 20c| Hallelujah! R 

 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Mark 1:29-39 

Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression. 
Everywhere he goes, he heals people and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death 
are running for their lives. The forces that diminish human life are rendered powerless 
by Jesus. 
29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of 
Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed 
with a fever, and they told him about her at once. 31He came and took her by the 
hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 
  32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with 
demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many 
who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not 
permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. 
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  35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted 
place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When 
they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let 
us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for 
that is what I came out to do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the 
message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon 
 
NICENE CREED                                               
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.   
Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

Guided by Christ made known to the 
nations, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, the world, and all people in 
need. 

A brief silence. 
For the church: for ministries of healing 
and wholeness, for hospital, hospice, and 
military chaplains, for those serving in 
prison ministry, for all who proclaim 
freedom and release in the name of 
Christ, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For creation: for insects in the grass, 
clouds on the mountaintops, for cattle 
and the rainwater they drink, for the 
humility to take our place among all 
creatures of the earth, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the nations: for all who lead in cities 
and towns, states and countries; for 
community organizers, school officials, 
and CEOs; for international health 
organizations, that in times of trial, fear, 
or hopelessness, they find freedom in 
service to those most in need, let us 
pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 
For all wearied by life’s burdens: for 
those who are poor, for those lacking 
supportive relationships, for those 
crushed by debt, for those struggling 
with chronic pain or other sickness, for 
those exhausted from overwork or stress, 
and for all who cry out to you 
(especially), let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For this congregation: for outreach and 
social ministries centered here 
(especially); for parish nurses and 
visitors; for ministries of companionship 
and support, for the young people in this 
place who open us to new 
understandings, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, 
who were called by name and now rest 
from their labors, that their lives serve as 
witnesses to the goodness of God, let us 
pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
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Merciful God, hear the prayers of your 
people, spoken or silent, for the sake of 
the one who dwells among us, your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 
 
 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Peace (In ASL) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Offering Prayer 
Oh God, we come before you humbly and happily with first fruits of our time, our 
bodies and our treasures. Give us grace to set a good example to all among whom we 
live, to be just and true in all our dealings, to be strict and conscientious in the 
discharge of every duty; pure and temperate in all enjoyment, gracious and generous 
and courteous toward all; so that the mind of Jesus Christ may be formed in us and all 
may know that we are his disciples; and whose name we pray.  
Amen.  Amen. 
 
Time after Epiphany 

Holy God,  
Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness,  
we hear your Word in the Scriptures,  
proclaiming to us your wisdom  
and inviting us to follow your call.  
For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God.  We thank you, O God.    
  
Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother,  
who preached your righteousness, healed the sick,  
and revived the brokenhearted.     
For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God.  We worship you, O God.  
  
 
By your Spirit bless all who receive this Word, 
that upheld by the mystery of the body of Christ,  
we may be light for the world,  
revealing the brilliance of your Son.  
For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God.  We praise you, O God. 
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Blessed are you, holy God, around us, with us, and in us,   
now and forever.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
While worldly powers try to divide too often, Jesus always brings us back to our 
unified truth in teaching us to pray a little slowly and with a lot of feeling: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory,   
 forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

SENDING 

 
Blessing  
God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.   
Amen. 
 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please remember the following people in your prayers: Alek, Lori, Jonnie, Chandler, Larry, Keith, 
Paxton, Bruce, Mary, Cathy, Marlene, Larry, Jim, Tara, Jeff, Mary, Dave, Jim & Tina, Craig, Stacy, Ray, 
Pat, Doris, Richard, Mike, Mark, Anne, Gloria, Christina, Cydney, Jake, Dawn & Barry and all who are 
in our prayers today. 

Nursing Home: Ruth Elavsky, Pat Seglund, Don Johnson, Jim LeVeque, Babe Strand and Jean Moore 
Assisted Living: Norma Secreast 

In Service: Airman Craig Oas, Ryan Graves, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Sean Sutherland, Peter 
Peterson, Brad Salmi, Mathew Moilanen, Mikey Graves and our veterans who have returned to their 
communities. 
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General:  All who deal with COVID-19 here in our neighborhoods and beyond. 

 

EVENTS OF THE WEEK 

Wednesday – February 10 – Wednesday Night Faith Formation – 5:30pm 

Sunday – February 14 – On-Line Worship Service – 10:30am 
                                          **Happy Valentine’s Day** 
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