LIFE IN EDEN
Eden Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Munising, MI
October 2022

Tidings from Pastor Tera
I am writing this in Bison, SD, the town I came from in my
move to Munising. I am back here to do a wedding and
baptism that were scheduled before I leave, and because
of the remote location, it is nearly impossible to get a pastor to cover some
of these important life events, let alone be there for the things that happen
in our everyday lives that lead us to calling for pastoral care. I wish I could be
everywhere at once, but that isn’t humanly possible, and I have to trust that
where there is need, God is present.
This belief leads me to frequently praying “God, I know you are there; make
yourself known.” By the power of the Holy Spirit, we are led to faith, which
then leads us to follow the instruction and example of Jesus Christ. We are
nudged (and sometimes dragged) into situations where people need a
listening ear, a hug, someone to sit with them so they are not alone, to
provide meals, and rides, and so many other things that qualify as love for
our neighbor.
When someone crosses your mind, say a prayer for them. Maybe you could
give them a call, send a note, or even stop in to see how they are. When we
show love for the neighbor, we are doing the Lord’s work, and we are
making a difference in the life of someone who may need exactly what you
are offering them that day: the care they need in this moment in life.
Blessings, Pastor Tera Kossow
Check us out online at www.edenonthebay.org, or find us on Facebook.

September Financial Snapshot
Income: Sept $ 9,343.90
Expenses: Sept $10,385.10

YTD $86,876.48
YTD $59,920.82

Ways to Practice Stewardship:
Giving your time, talents, and treasures
1. Be present and step up to help with worship.
2. Help “Feed the Pig” to pay for winter plowing of
the parking lot (see article for details).
3. Be a Confirmation mentor.
4. Become a member of the prayer chain.
5. Volunteer to help with the Feeding America food
distributions that happen in the Eden parking lot.
6. Invite Pastor Tera to visit you for a meal, coffee, or simply conversation.
7. Submit your offering during worship, by mail, or using electronic giving.

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
10/6 Norma Dick
10/7 Dylan Cromell
10/7 Claudia VanLandschoot
10/10 Jasmine Houtari
10/13 Denis Harbath
10/16 Stacey Masters `
10/16 Arlene Posont
10/17 DeeJay Paquette
10/18 Marissa Immel
10/18 Heidi Paquette
10/19 Lori Mattson
10/20 Cheri Lare
10/22 Ava Rose Tebear
10/27 Nicholas Hinsa
10/27 Tessa Salo
10/30 Daniel Hinsa
10/30 Gerald Tahtinen
10/31 Margeurite Davis
10/31 Lynn St.Martin
God bless you

WORDS OF THANKS
“Thanks to church friends for
the lovely birthday flowers.”
Helen Mattson

today and always!

Check us out online at www.edenonthebay.org, or find us on Facebook.

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP will meet Wednesday, October 12th. Our October read is “The Screwtape Letters” by CS Lewis. There will be two meeting
times available: 12-1pm (bring lunch) and 630-730pm (bring supper if you
like.) both sessions include Zoom upon request.
Our November read is “Night” by Elie Wiesel. We will meet at
Noon and 630pm on Wednesday, November 12th. Pastor Tera
has several copies of the available for you.
Books discussed will help us grow as disciples of Christ Jesus in
the midst of our complicated and ever-changing world. If you
have a book suggestion, please speak to Pastor Tera.

CONFIRMATION CLASSE SCHEDULE
DATE
9/25 12-2pm
10/23
10/30
11/6
11/6 Noon2pm
11/13 Noon2pm
11/20
11/27

Note which group gathers on the following dates
ALL STUDENTS: Reformation History-The Luther Movie
***Those being Confirmed on 10/30/22 should attend.***
Confirmation Students being Confirmed on October 30 th need to turn
in their banner work and verse selection to the office.
REFORMATION SUNDAY – Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation)
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
2nd YEAR STUDENTS: Ten Commandments
1st YEAR STUDENTS: The Promise & Exodus
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

*October classes were canceled because we were able to cover materials at the September class

ELC SUPPER CLUB
Tired of eating alone? Tired of having leftovers for
days? Let’s share supper and fellowship,
gathering at the church kitchen.
A host is needed for October 26th at 5pm.
Sign up in the narthex or by calling the church office.
Check us out online at www.edenonthebay.org, or find us on Facebook.

During the month of September, Eden Lutheran participated in “God’s Work. Our Hands.” This is a day/time of
service to the community that happens across the ELCA in
September. We collected donations for the Alger Baby Closet. It was great to see
the donations fill the collection box to overflowing! While the donations have been
delivered to the Baby Pantry, you can contact them directly to make a donation.

1 John 5:14:
And this is the boldness we have in him
[Jesus Christ], that if we ask anything
according to his will, he hears us.
MORNING PRAYER Gather with Pastor Tera weekly on Tuesday mornings from 910:30am for a short prayer service, a time of remembering those on our prayer list and
those names brought to the prayer group. Please let us know if you have a name for
the group to pray to lift in prayer.
PRAYER CARDS can be sent to anyone on our prayer list, or others in need of prayer.
There are several cards that will be on the table in the back of the sanctuary for you to
take and send out. If you would like to take charge of sending cards to people on the
prayer list, please talk to Pastor Tera.
PRAYER SQUARE MINISTRY is a way for those who knit, crochet, or sew to create a
small square with a cross in or on it. These squares can be given to those who are in
need of prayer support. They will be prayed over during weekly Morning Prayer and
can be delivered to anyone in need of prayer. They will be kept in the sanctuary on the
altar, and you can deliver them as needed. Patterns are available in the narthex.

Sunday October 9th
We will worship outdoor, weather
permitting, to have the Blessing of
the Animals during the Sunday 1030am worship service. If you can not bring
your animal, bring something to represent the animal.

Check us out online at www.edenonthebay.org, or find us on Facebook.

Sunday, November 13 from 4-7pm
Superior Central Conference Youth Event
at Prince of Peace Lutheran, Harvey, MI
High School students will gather for games,
worship, service, food, fellowship, and time
to brainstorm future events. Those attending will be assembling Lutheran World Relief School Kits and are asked to collect items ahead of time and bring them
to the event on November 13. If you are interested in attending, please sign
up with Pastor Tera. Details on items to be collected can be found at
https://lwr.org/kits/school-kits/instructions
FALLING UPWARD Exploring Aging and Spirituality in the Second Half of
Life A Men’s Retreat from 5pm CST Friday, October 28, 2022 to Saturday, October 29 at 2pm. Sponsored by The Cedar Tree Institute in partnership with the Northern Great Lakes Synod of the ELCA, and held at Fortune Lake Camp, Crystal Falls, Michigan. Based on the Franciscan priest
Richard Rohr’s insights, a fascinating and helpful look at the peculiar gifts
and challenges in the second half of life as we navigate with courage and
hope the shifting sands of identity, utility, and meaning. Facilitators will be
Rev. Lee Goodwin, Rev. Jon Magnuson, and Rev. Scott Ehle, with Herb
Grenke, Dave Blomquist, and Rev. Bob Langseth. Lodging (single rooms)
Dinner, Breakfast, and Lunch cost $75 *SINGLE Rooms or DOUBLE Rooms
available-state option when registering. Space is limited! To register by
October 10, contact Rev. Jim Duehring, Assistant to the Bishop
Call 906-228-2300 or email jduehring@nglsynod.org
Registration is being handled by the Northern Great Lakes Synod.

LIVING LUTHERAN SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION
Beginning January 2023, Eden Lutheran Church’s group subscription to the
Living Lutheran magazing will be discontinued. Individual subscriptions are
$19.95/year. To sign up for your own subscription can do so by
calling 800-328-4648, or by going to
https://www.livinglutheran.org/subscribe/

Check us out online at www.edenonthebay.org, or find us on Facebook.

THE MUNISING ECUMENICAL TEAM
met on September 22nd, for the first time
since February 2020. All who were in attendance were happy to have the group
back together! Picking up where they left
off, there were discussions on how we can
work together on community outreach, service projects, youth ministry, and worship
services. The date for the Ecumenical
Thanksgiving Service was set for Tuesday,
The symbol for ecumenism
November 22, 2022, at 630pm followed by
shows the Cross of Christ above
fellowship. If you would like to be part of
a boat, the Church, sailing
this team, currently represented by clergy
together on the waters of life.
and members of the ELCA, Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Methodist congregations, speak with your pastor, or
plan to attend the next meeting at 2pm on Tuesday, October 25, 2022,
at the Presbyterian Church.

Feed the Pig! Welcome to the new
special offering for Eden. There will be a
pig bank in the sanctuary to feed with your
offering to go toward special projects for
the church and the community. Each quarter, donations will go toward a new program, alternating between the congregation and the community.
In September it was decided that Eden would host the Feeding America
food distribution every month in 2023, which will require extra plowing.
During October, November, and December, we will “Feed the Pig to
Plow the Lot.” Your offering of change or paper money fed to the
pig will help offset the costs of the extra plowing as we provide this
great feeding ministry to our Alger County neighbors.

Check us out online at www.edenonthebay.org, or find us on Facebook.

Eden Lutheran Council Meeting Sep 11, 2022
In person Meeting Present: Pastor Tera Kossow, Bruce Dausey, Elaine Robbins, Ruth
Lindquist, Norma Dick, Becky Kolbus, Lynn DeRoche
Opening Devotion: Prayer by Pastor Tera.
Review and Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Motion by Norma D, seconded by
Elaine R, to approve previous minutes. Motion carried.
Review and Approval of Financial Report: Motion by Lynn D, seconded by Becky K to
approve. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Tera visited Medi Lodge to conduct a service with communion
and familiar songs. She attended a monthly clergy meeting with our ecumenical partners. They would like to restart the ecumenical council and will probably have a
Thanksgiving service this year. She also attended a breakfast with the Bishop for our
synod conference.
Pastor Tera would like to begin meeting with council members and their families in
whatever setting they would like. She’ll be doing this on Thursdays and Fridays to get
to know people.
Confirmation will be starting again. Each group (first year, second year) will meet one
Sunday per month. Some students who have basically completed requirements will be
confirmed on Reformation Sunday (Oct 30).
Old Business:
-Feeding America dates for 2023 have changed to the first Wednesday of the month
except for July which will be the first Friday.
-We had no volunteers to lead the highway cleanup effort. Motion by Ruth L, second by
Norma D to cancel plans to work the recently assigned highway section in Wetmore
and instead to participate with the ecumenical group in their assigned road section.
Motion carried. Ruth L will contact the Alger County Adopt A Highway Coordinator to
advise of the change.
-Plans for Pastor Tera’s installation Sep 18 were discussed. Volunteers are needed for
ushers, acolytes, assisting minister and photographer. Council members will contact
people who might fill those roles. Pastor Tera will send out invitations through our Constant Contact system. The offering at the installation service will be split with envelopes or checks specified for Eden going to the congregation and loose offerings or
those specified for the Northern Great Lakes Synod going to the Synod.
-The prayer chain has been updated. Pastor Tera has a group message on her phone
and the system worked in a recent instance.

Check us out online at www.edenonthebay.org, or find us on Facebook.

-The collection box for items and jar for money for the Alger Baby Closet is out. It will
be available during September for God’s Work Our Hands contributions.
New Business:
-Ruth L presented estimated rate increases for Pastor’s health insurance for 2023. Motion by Becky K, second by Elaine R to continue with the Gold+ option for next year.
-We discussed quarterly special offerings that could be used for specific projects or
community needs, half for Eden and half for outside needs. We want to find a
container or bank to collect them. Our first one will start after the installation
service and be targeted for snow plowing expenses.
-Pastor Tera will be giving an interview to Brice Burge of the Munising Beacon.
-Sunday School will be tabled for the present time since few children of the target
age are currently attending church.
-Fall clean up was discussed briefly. It was felt that the Property Committee and
Women of the ELCA groups currently do what is needed.
-Blessing of the Animals will be Oct 16, an outdoor service if possible.
Next council meeting is scheduled for Oct 9, 2022.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Lynn DeRoche, Council Secretary

Churchwide Assembly
Synopsis written by Synod
Vice President Chuck Thomas
In this the 35th year of the ELCA, the
triennial Churchwide Assembly
(CWA) was held in Columbus, Ohio. Columbus is the city that hosted the original convening convention for the merging of the three predecessor denominations into our new
one church in Christ, the ELCA. I was blessed to be one of seven voting members from
the NGLS at the Assembly. The week-long Assembly was inspirational, exhilarating,
and exhausting. We experienced wonderful worship services each day. We accomplished the business of the church during 7 plenary sessions. We enjoyed time together
getting to know some of our peers from other synods. With a lot of debate, the gathered
voting members from the 65 synods of the ELCA made decisions on budgets, memorials, and constitution amendments. Many, but not all of the decisions are bulleted below.
• Elected Mr. Imran Siddiqui, Vice President of the Southeastern Synod as the new Vice
President of the ELCA.

Check us out online at www.edenonthebay.org, or find us on Facebook.

• Directed the Church Council to establish a Commission for a Renewed Lutheran
Church to reconsider the statements of purpose for each expression of this church, the
principles or organizational structure, and our shared commitment to dismantle racism,
with findings to be reported to the 2025 CWA.
• Authorized revisions to the social statement, Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust. Mandated a review process of the roster manual and policies related to specialized ministries,
On Leave from Call status, and protocols for removal from rosters.
• Affirmed limits on use of non-disclosure agreements by the churchwide organization
and urged synods, congregations, and other ministries to apply the same limits.
• Approved the triennium budget proposal, including spending authorizations for 2023
of $68,814,000 for the current fund and $22,930,000 for ELCA World Hunger.
• Reaffirmed the commitment of this church to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and directed the churchwide organization to set specific reduction goals.
• Called for a review of the nomination and elections processes used by synods and
churchwide organizations.
• Approved or ratified amendments to the Constitutions, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of the ELCA. The approval means that each synod and every congregation will
need to update their respective constitutions.
• Responded to multiple memorials on a diverse variety of topics.
• Referred a proposed study on pay gaps for rostered ministers to the Church Council.
The Assembly acted on many more items not specifically listed above. You are encouraged to visit YouTube to see and hear what transpired in the business plenaries and to
experience the inspirational worship services.

Worship at Eden on Saturday @ 5:00pm & Sunday @ 10:30am
at 1150 West M-28, Munising, MI 49862
Caught in the net of God’s grace, Eden Evangelical Church
will share the message of God’s wondrous peace and reconciliation,
that all people may be welcome into God’s harbor of hope.
Please send all correspondence to: PO Box 360, Munising MI 49862
(Post office will not deliver if physical address is used.)
1-906-387-2520
eden@jamadots.com
Office Hours: Mon, Wed. Fri. 9:00am – 2:00pm
Pastor Tera Kossow: mobile 605-210-2962 email teralkossow@gmail.com
Secretary: Terry Kolbus
Treasurer: Ruth Lindquist
Maintenance: John Cromell

Check us out online at www.edenonthebay.org, or find us on Facebook.
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now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the
1
23
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and 5pm Worship
fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
Romans 3:21-26
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1030am Worship 9-2 Office Open
9am Morning
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9-2 Office Open
5pm Worship
10-12 Pastors class Prayer
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tion
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9am Morning Prayer
1030am Pet
9-2 Office Open
9-2 Office Open
1130am-1pm Mu- 9-2 Office Open
5pm Worship
Blessing
10-12 Pastors class 1030-12 Pastors Text
12 & 630pm Book nising Pastors
1pm Finance Mtng
Study
1130am Council
Discussion
Lunch
2pm Pastors Synod
Pastor to FLLC
Pastor at FLLC
Zoom
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22
1030am Worship 9-2 Office Open
9am Morning
9-2 Office Open
9-2 Office Open
5pm Worship
10-12 Pastors class Prayer
1030-12 Pastors
Pastor’s Day Off
Text Study
23
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9am
Morning
Prayer
1030am Worship 9-2 Office Open
9-2 Office Open
9-2 Office Open
5pm Worship
Confirmation
10-12 Pastors class 1030-12 Pastors Text
5pm Supper Club
Study
Banner projects
2pm Ecumenical Comdue today
Pastor’s Day Off
mittee at Presby.
30 Halloween
31
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be re1030am
9-2 Office Open
formed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to
Reformation and
do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism,
Affirmation of
we
pray for the church, that Christians unite more fully in worship and mission.
Baptism
Pastor’s Day Off

Check us out online at www.edenonthebay.org, or find us on Facebook.

