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Hello Church!
Happy New Year, Church.
Even though it’s been vastly different, the Advent
and Christmas Season, plus all the secular
holiday activity, has kept things challenging.

Some of it was expected. I felt uplifted by the
Advent Evening Prayer services and then the
Lessons and Carols Service on the First Sunday
after Christmas. I'm still feel fed and nourished
by all the evangelists and musicians who offered
their time and talents for that endeavor. When I
really thought about the presence of Christ in the
world during Advent and Christmas, no matter
what kind of pandemics are flaring, my Christian
confidence was bolstered in unexpected and
welcome ways.
And some of it was unexpected challenge.
Personally, two things have really taken the wind
out of my sails of late: the cancelation of our
Christmas Eve Bonfire service due to poor
weather, and our sudden need to do that sacred yet very traumatic duty of euthanizing our
beloved Deogee when we discovered he had a larger tumor on his spleen.
So I don’t feel like I have a lot to share this particular New Year except to say I am thankful
to God for another year. I am thankful there is a vaccine. I have faith that God is working in
the detail of getting people vaccinated. I have been nurtured richly through friends and
family over the course of this holiday season. These are some of my mantras in this
strange time when it seems impossible to plan anything or develop strategic plans.
Bishop Finegan’s office has announced our synodical theme for 2021. It is simply “Hope.”
Simple and inseparable from the Christian identity. I expect we will hear more about this,
particularly as we get ready for our virtual Synod Assembly in May. The Bishop writes
about Hope in her annual report letter. And although we will see that letter in its entirety
when we have our annual meeting on Feb. 21, 2021 (details TBD) I think it’s worth the
repetition. She writes:
“I think of my Uncle Paul who used to work for Lutheran Bible Translators in Africa. He told
the story once of going into a village to learn the particular dialect in order to translate the
Bible into that language. However, he could not find a local word for ‘hope’… until that is,
he heard the story of a boy whose father worked for weeks at a time away where the jobs
were. And the boy would wait under the shade of a tree at the edge of the village to watch
for his father to come down the road. The word, “hope” then was translated as ‘watching
for you to come down the road.’”
I am thankful that we are watching for 2021 and God’s newness to come down that road
together.
Receive this blessing as we continue our journey.
For a New Beginning
In out of the way places of the heart,
Where your thoughts never think to wander,
This beginning has been quietly forming,
Waiting until you were ready to emerge.
For a long time it has watched your desire,
Feeling the emptiness growing inside of you,
Noticing how you willed yourself on,
Still unable to leave what you had outgrown.
It watched you play with the seduction of safety
And the gray promises that sameness whispered,
Heard the waves of turmoil rise and relent,
Wondered would you always live like this.
Then the delight, when your courage kindled,

And out you stepped onto new ground,
Your eyes young again with energy and dream,
A path of plentitude opening before you.
Though your destination is not yet clear
You can trust the promise of this opening;
Unfurl yourself into the grace of beginning
That is at one with your life's desire.
Awaken your spirit to adventure;
Hold nothing back, learn to find ease and risk;
Soon you will be home in a new rhythm,
For your soul senses the world that awaits you.
By John O'Donohue, To Bless the Space Between Us, Doubleday, 2008

Watching for you to come down the road,
Pastor Ann

COVID-19 Vaccination Effort moves into next phase
From Munising Memorial Hospital:
Many of you have heard we are moving into the next phase of vaccinations for COVID-19.
If you are over the age of 65 or an essential worker and want a vaccine please call our
vaccination line to get on our list: 906-387-4111
We will be making appointments as early as next week. Please know it may take several
days to get a return call but we will work as fast as we can to get everyone in! Spread the
word, hope is in the air.

Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp
Epiphany Virtual Worship Service

Lighting the Way
A celebration of Christ’s light through 90 years of ministry together!
Sunday, January 10, 2021
In appreciation of our association congregations through this pandemic, we invite you to
this Epiphany worship experience with our FLLC community! Please join us for prayer,
song, preaching and reflection, all with the theme of "Lighting the Way." You'll see and
hear lots of familiar faces and voices as we give thanks to God and close out our 90th
anniversary year.
Our weekend worship on January 10, will be this pre-recorded service. Watch our
Facebook Page or Website for the link when it is released the day before.

Learn more about our local Lutheran Bible Camp here!

"I miss coffee after worship!"

Let's try to fill the void with Zoom Fellowship
As we begin to get vaccinated for COVID19, we will also need to continue wearing
our facemasks and maintaining social
distances when in contact with folks who
live outside our household. This means
that even when we begin worshiping a
restricted number of people in-person
again, it like our time of fellowship after
worship will not resume for some time.
So let's try some new in the interim!
Beginning Jan. 17, following service (11:30
am) we will open up a Zoom room where
we get together safely in Christian
Community.

No webcam? No worries. You can still
telephone into the gathering.
So, grab your hot beverage of choice,
maybe some snacks and your most recent
stories about life and love. All are welcome.
Simply follow this link at 11:30 am, or
contact Pastor Ann to join in.
See you in fellowship!

Your Christian Education in Unusual Times
Wednesday Night Adult Formation

We wrap up our Wednesday night book study of “Dear
Church, A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the
Whitest Denomination in the U.S.,” by Pastor Lenny
Duncan, on Jan.13 from 5:30-7 pm, on Zoom.
The following Wednesday, Jan. 20, we will begin a Fivesession Bible Study called Christianity, Climate Change
and Sustainable Living by the Jubilee Centre, and
supplemented with material from Pastor Ann and participants.
For the first session, "God and creation," participants will be invited to talk about
something they have created. We are encouraged to prepare for our study time by
gathering photos of the natural world or natural objects to place in their Zoom study area.
We will read several bible passages and talk about what we can learn about God and
creation, and also about our dependence on a healthy environment.
The study is appropriate for youth and adults, ages 12 and up.
Please visit this link or email Pastor Ann at pastor@edenonthebay.org, to register.

Sunday School to Go available

Eden Sunday School students are welcome to join in with our at-home Sunday School
lessons and activities at any time. Each month, the bags are distributed to interested
families and households. There is no cost to participate. The content is geared to families
with children at about grade level 6 and under. If you would like to join in or get more
information, please email Jennifer Wood.

Zoom helps fill the absence of in-person faith formation

One of the resources we have as people in pandemic is the ability to use technology to
connect with one another. It doesn’t replace our Christian fellowship together and it isn’t a
perfect fix, but it is something in place of nothing.
We will continue to hold Bible Study on Zoom, for instance, and it would be nice if we
could add a time of virtual fellowship on Sunday afternoon.
There are some for whom this is a challenging proposition. Some of our Eden family do
not feel very comfortable with a platform like Zoom. It can be intimidating, certainly.
So here are a couple of resources to help get folks started.

Quick little videos showing people how to do basic things in Zoom.
This article may also be helpful.
At this point we have a Zoom subscription at our disposal. So, if you would like to
reconvene a group (WELCA, committees, prayer group, bible study, etc) please contact
Pastor Ann to get you set up with a Zoom meeting. It’s really easy to do.

Thrivent Action Team used to feed God's peeps
In early November, Lynn DeRoche saw a post on Facebook asking people what could be
done to help Nifty Thrifty, a thrift store and food pantry located in Eben Junction. She
thought that this would be a good chance to use one of the small grants that she’s eligible
for as a Thrivent member. After talking to their President, Pat Porter, Lynn applied for a
grant for funding to buy hams or turkeys for holiday food baskets that would be distributed
to Alger County residents. The food pantry planned to provide the rest of the items for a
Christmas meal for 24 families.
Once the community knew about this project, lots of donations of food, cash and gift items
came in from local residents and organizations. The Chatham Coop donated fruit pies,
Bahrman’s provided potatoes, Super One in Negaunee donated the corrugated
containers, and Great Lakes Fresh Market gave a great discount on dinner rolls. The
baskets were assembled and distributed December 16-17, providing a bountiful holiday
meal for 24 families who otherwise would have had to struggle. It was awesome to see
how the community came together to support this project once they knew of a way to help.
Here’s a photo of just some of the food donations received from the community.

If you are a Thrivent member, you may have up to two $250 Action Team opportunities
available to you. Is there a project at Eden you would like to tackle? Is there a community
project you'd like to support? Applying and reporting is very simple. Learn more about
Thrivent Action Teams here.

Upcoming Events
Some things to watch in
coming weeks
Annual Meeting

Mark your calendars and
stayed tuned for how we will
gather for our annual meeting
on Sunday, Feb. 21, following
our morning worship.
We will decide exactly how
we will meet when we are
closer to the date and know
what we are permitted and
able to do, according to the
State and our local public
health professionals. Worst
case scenario, we will meet on Zoom.
If we should need to cancel for any reason, our back up date is the following Sunday, Feb.
28.

Do you have something you would like added to the calendar? Email or call with your info
(what, when, time, place and contact) to the office.

Click here for Eden on the Bay Calendar
Financial Snapshot
December Financial Snapshot
YTD
Income $15,860.24
Expenses $12,179.74

$148,248.80
$131,151.52

Thanks to your stewardship, generosity
and our SBA loan/grant of about $20,000,
we were able to keep our numbers in the
black at year end.
Thanks be to God for all who support this
faith community and for all God has given us so that we may do that.
We enter into 2021 with continued fiscal carefulness and confidence that God does
provide and is steadfast in that promise.
Thank you for continuing to make your offering toward Eden's ministry. Please
continue to give generously as you are able. If you or someone you know is
struggling in these challenging times, please reach out to Pastor Ann.
Scholarship Fund (as of Nov. 1, 2020)
Savings $3,764.98
CD
$24,585.19
Balance $28,350.17
Memorial Fund
In Memory Of
Janet Whippen
Kinky Werner
Joanie Hinsa
Jean Hayes
Current Balance $15,917.21
Youth Ministry Fund
Current Balance - $4,322.15

Community Notes
Mailbox
Dear Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your gift of $46 to ELCA World Hunger.
"Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom

we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand;
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God."
(Rom 5:1-2)
As a church, we believe that God's grace is freely given to
us. This brings us peace and hope. It makes a difference
in our lives. Through your gifts to ELCA World Hunger,
you are sharing this amazing grace with others. You are
helping people around the world feel the transformational
power of God's love.
Your generosity is getting at the root causes of hunger
and poverty in over 60 countries including the United
States. It is providing access to clean water, health care,
agriculture, livestock, education and peace and justice.
Through your gifts, you are joining with the whole church
as we work toward a just world where all are fed.
shining through you.

Thank you for your gracious gifts. The glory of God is

In Christ,
The Rev. Robin Brown
Mission Funding Director, Congregations
To the Eden Church Quilt Makers,
Thank you for your thoughtful gift to our family. The quilts are beautiful, nice work! The
gifts warmed my/our hearts!
Sincerely, Chris, Kora & Family
Dear Eden Quilters,
Thank you for the most amazing quilts ever...From Vera

Some notes of Thanks

Thank you to Pam Kuivanen, Erin and Jacob Miller and
family for our annual greens for the Christmas season.
This year, Pam suggested since in-person worship is disrupted
by the pandemic, perhaps it was the year to bring out the
nativity again. It was a great idea. We used the greens and the
figurines to illuminate and mark the long winter nights and
remind ourselves that no matter what, the Christ Child comes.
Thank you also to Larry for helping put everything up, and to
George Balko for getting the illumination figured out.
Thank you to Jennifer Wood and Crew, who continue to put
together Sunday School To Go bags for the month. We've had
low participation, but plenty of Children's Message fodder!
Thank you also to the Altar Guild for continuing to tend to the worship area plants,
paraments, memorial candle, etc. It is important upkeep.

Signs of the
season.

Happy Birthday Blessings to You!
January Birthdays:
1/02
Beverly Oas
1/03
Patricia Savola
1/04
Dawn Mattson
1/08
Keira Albright
1/08
Bruce Dausey
1/10
Stephanie Dausey
1/10
Kenneth Davis
1/10
Connor Salo
1/10
Kathryn Methot
1/11
Rachel Harmon
1/11
Helen Scheuneman
1/13
Kathy Baij
1/13
Norma Jean Moore
1/16
Kristen Sontag-Long
1/21
Gabriel Cole
1/22
Christi Salo
1/27
Doug Scheuneman
1/28
Lesa McAllister
1/31
Jean Hayes
1/31
Sara Sutherland

Pray Ceaselessly

Eden Prayer List
Please remember the following people in your
prayers: Alek, Lori, Jonnie, Chandler, Larry, Keith,
Paxton, Bruce, Mary, Cathy, Marlene, Larry, Jim, Billie,
Tara, Jeff, Mary, Dave, Jim & Tina, Craig, Stacy, Ray,
Pat, Doris, Richard, Mike, Mark, Anne, Gloria, Christina,
Cydney and all who are in our prayers today.
Nursing Home: Ruth Elavsky, Pat Seglund, Don
Johnson, Jim LeVeque, Babe Strand and Jean Moore
Assisted Living: Norma Secreast, and Donna McNally
In Service: Airman Craig Oas, Ryan Graves, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Sean
Sutherland, Peter Peterson, Brad Salmi, Mathew Moilanen and our veterans who have
returned to their communities
General: All who deal with COVID-19 here in our neighborhoods and beyond.

Prayer Ventures
NGLS Prayer Calendar

Pray for peace at the
9pm whistle!

Growing Stewards Step by Step
Devotion 12
Growing as God Works in Your Life
Luke 5: 34-38
These twin parables by Jesus offer a confusing look at reality without understanding the
context provided in previous verses. Jesus returned from a trip and was in Capernaum. A
number of people including Pharisees and teachers gathered to listen to his teachings. A
paralyzed man was lowered through the roof. Jesus said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven
you.” After the Pharisees questioned his authority to forgive sins, Jesus told the paralyzed
man “…stand up and take your bed and go to your home.” Immediately the man stood up
took his bed and went home glorifying God. The Pharisees questioned how a rabbi from
Nazareth could be a channel of God’s forgiveness.
Jesus went on to a great banquet given by Levi. Again the Pharisees were complaining
about Jesus’ behavior, “Why do you eat and drink with sinners and tax collectors?” Jesus
responded, “I have come to call not the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Again the
Pharisees questioned how this rabbi could offer repentance.
These two examples stretched the minds of the Pharisees until they burst like new wine
skins under pressure from fermentation. It challenged their understanding of Scripture and
suggested that what they had learned about God in the past was not the whole picture. In
order to get a clearer picture, their thinking would have to change.
Yes, the “C” word, “change”. This is a word that sometimes sends leaders and
worshippers walking out of a gathering shaking their head. Yet a willingness to grow and
change is an important part of the journey of a Christian steward. In their book The
Predicament of the Prosperous, Bruce Birch and Larry Rasmussen conclude “… ours is a

time in which change in perception is critical to any kind of human future.” What is a
perception change? “It is change in how the world is viewed, or portions of it.”
How many changes have you seen in your life? Is change likely to stop? Probably
not. The question is, “Can the human mind today, unlike that of the Pharisees, adapt to
new circumstances and perspectives that allow us to live faithfully in a changing
world?” Take a moment and reflect. What changes have occurred in the church over the
last twenty years? Do you remember the change from the Service Book and Hymnal
(Red) to the Lutheran Book of Worship (Green)? Did people in the pew change
easily? Not in many congregations. It took years. Now look at the change occurring with
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (Cranberry). There were more than 600,000 copies of the
book purchased within the first year – more than twice the number the publisher
expected. Were worshipper demanding change or simply open to change?
What changes does the world face today? In his thesis A Battle for Theology, George
Lindbeck writes “only a few periods in the last two thousand years of Christian history
when changes comparable in magnitude to the present ones have been in
process.” Some specific turning points include the “transition from Judaism to Hellenism in
the first few centuries, the shift on the part of the church from persecuted minority to
imperial majority with Constantine, and the Reformation cataclysm.”
The world of the 21st century is more complex and unpredictable than many
expected. Change occurs in many ways – modern to post-modern; small to large to small;
global to local to global. It is more difficult to predict or understand the implications of
change. And yet this is exactly where Jesus stepped in and invited people to believe. Your
mistakes can be forgiven and your hope is always present. As disciples of Jesus Christ,
our journey will involve growth and change as God leads us. At times this may mean
wrestling with God or a radical change in the way reality is perceived. It may mean a
change in lifestyle, worship style or shape of the church. But to engage in such a journey
is to be a faithful steward of God!
Let us Pray: Dear Lord, Creator, Provider and Protector, grant us the understanding
to see the world as it really is, your sacred creation and gift. Forgive us for how we
mistreat others and your creation. Give is your Spirit that we might hear your will
and make it true. In times of uncertainty, give us a strong faith and the hope of your
promises that we may repent and change as you desire. We ask this as disciples of
Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.

ELCA Youth Gathering
Update
The ELCA Youth Gathering planned for
next summer has been rescheduled for
2022. Eden will plan to send a group.
Watch for announcements on preparing for
the trip next summer.
More information is available on the ELCA
Website.

From Our Synod

From Churchwide
COVID-19 resources for ELCA congregations and members

With the rising cases of COVID-19, our church and its leaders continue to adapt and
minister to those in need. Resources are available to help congregations stay connected
and resilient during this crisis, including online worship best practices, considerations for
returning to in-person worship, FAQs about government assistance programs and
resources to help you practice your faith at home.

Read more.

ELCA's Anti-Racism Pledge

Sign the pledge, “I commit to study, prayer and action to become an anti-racist individual
in an anti-racist church,” and share your participation on social media using
#ELCA4justice.
Act now.

Lutheran Disaster Response

Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose
lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. When
the dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those
in need. Learn more about Lutheran Disaster Response.

Looking for a new blog read?

There are more than a few to choose from on the ELCA website, like this one about
Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Perspectives.

Read Psalm 42:1-5.
And pray: God, our refuge and strength, you've bound us together in a common life. In all
our conflicts, help us to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, to listen for your
voice amid competing claims, and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (ELW Pastoral Care)
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