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Hello Church!
An Easter Season
Reflection
I must admit that Holy Week and Easter
wiped me out. It was busy in new ways,
of course. These days it sometimes feels
like we must re-navigate our every move.
That alone can feel so exhausting.
What caught me off guard about Holy
Week and Easter was how emotional I
was once Easter Sunday worship was
over and things began to settle down a
bit. I felt happiness and sadness. I felt
excited and a little unnerved. I felt a lot of anticipation – mostly hopeful. And some fearful
of going backwards because of pandemic fatigue, apathy and denial.
So, I’ve been thinking about that over the last few weeks. Because the fact that there was
a strong-moving river of emotion under the surface of all that busyness, that did not get

erased by the busyness, but in fact rose to the surface at the first opportunity means I
should notice it, pray about it, maybe learn from it. Right?
Here’s what I’ve come up with on why I was feeling so many feels. I share this, in part,
because it is where I am in my personal theological reflection and prayer life with God.
Also, because I think as community we’ve been through a lot and as we begin to come out
of pandemic, we have a lot to process. I hope by sharing, it might be helpful in your own
theological reflection and prayer life, your own processing, and our collective movement
back into community.
Christ is risen! I mean, really. Even in this foggy valley we’ve all been journeying
through, this is the reality. This is your reality. And that’s everything! Yes?
Every Sunday is Easter, but perhaps this annual celebration of the resurrection we
observe on the first Sunday, after the first full moon of Spring, is our extra-compelling
reminder that we go forth into our homes, workplaces, and communities speaking,
stepping, radiating what has happened on the cross and of the tomb. Christ is risen!
If that is our reality, if we live as though we are blown away and willing for this reality to
take shape through us, if Christ is risen still today and even in pandemic, then where isn’t
God bringing about resurrection? What relationship, problem, illness, distance,
misunderstanding, sin is immune from God’s life-giving activity? The answer is none of the
above or anything else.
Emotions of happiness, surprise, trust and hopeful anticipation give me goosebumps in
response to this.
Holy Communion in Community. Even with prepackaged little communion kits, being
able to commune with those gathered in-person and those engaging virtually, moved me
and fed me heartily. It hasn’t been that long – maybe a generation or so – that we in the
Lutheran tradition communed weekly. This time of fasting from communing has been
difficult for many, including me. It is not surprising that this brought up emotions of
happiness and sadness. Holy Communion in Community perhaps always should bring
those emotions to surface. Happiness about those who are gathered, sadness about
those who are not, for whatever reason.
We will continue to have Holy Communion on the first Sabbath worship of the month.
Those who continue to worship online are encouraged to use their own bread or crackers,
wine or juice on those Sundays. And anyone who wants or needs a Holy Communion kit
(wafer and grape juice) is urged to contact the office and let us know.
Max. Our youngest son Max was able to safely join us for Holy Week and Easter. When I
decided to go to seminary, it became clear that I was not going to be able to steward our
family traditions around the holidays like I had. Max offered to carry that baton for Easter.
He oversees Easter eggs and baskets, decorations and cooking for the family. And he
helps with worship. We have missed our children and grandchildren so much in this time.
There’s nothing like a great disruption to make you clearly see what is important and
where you have taken things for granted. So having Max here this year, naturally made
this child of God, who also happens to be a mom, quite emotional.
Holy Week experiences. It wasn’t safe
to re-enact things like foot washing and
the usual Holy Communion practices,
like 1st Communion, this year. I talked
with our Council about it, and soon, we
had a little Holy Week Team. Shout out
to council members Bruce Dausey,
Norma Dick, and Elaine Robbins for their
leadership. It began on Palm Sunday
with an amazing dramatization of
Christ’s Passion. Candace Dennis really
upped our game with her wonderful
percussion talents and resources. And
my sister, Sarah, helped too.

On Maundy Thursday, we put together a
plan and home Communion kits to bring to the homebound and those not gathering. I
administered Communion through the window at Medilodge and visited with folks at
Lakeshore Manor and a few others in their homes. Elaine and Norma visited homes too.
And then we gathered again for an online worship that evening. We stripped the altar as
we remembered the night Jesus was betrayed and arrested; the night Jesus’ path to death
was set into motion with no going back.
Holy week, and maybe especially Maundy Thursday, stirs emotions in any year. This year
though, experiencing our Eden’s response to the path for our salvation Jesus so willingly
subjected himself to … it undid me. It tapped into the emotion of sadness, for sure. Also
fear and loneliness in just the idea of our world without the transcendence of Jesus Christ
so evident in our ministries that week. (Click here to jump to a one team member’s
reflection on that experience.)
Rays of hope to light our way as we eagerly and prayerfully emerge from this (insert
adjective here) pandemic. It has been a slow go, and wrought with anxiety, confusion
and division of God’s people. And it does appear we are making our way back to life in
community again. Our in-person worship for Easter was small, but it was as many people
as we’ve gathered for worship in a long time. Joyful! I was very excited.
As I write this, we are getting continuous news of how vaccinated people can resume
some treasured gathering practices again. I pray that you continue to protect yourselves
and especially others when you gather indoors, or in large outdoor gatherings, or around
the many people who are not vaccinated. The virus is still mutating through the
unvaccinated population. We are wise to be careful and finish this thing strong. I pray all
God’s people can come together to interrupt and disrupt the life of this virus.
While we are not out of the woods yet, our rays of hope do grow stronger, and I’ll take that
good news. I find a deep emotional well of happiness and anticipation there.
So here is a reflection prompt and a blessing for you, for your personal theological
reflection and prayer life with God.
Human emotions are hard to understand fully. Check out the movie Inside Out, if you
haven’t. It’s extremely helpful and entertaining. Anyway, some characterize seven main
human emotions: happiness, sadness, anger, fear, disgust, surprise and contempt. I also
thought about emotions such as anticipation, loneliness, jealousy and trust as I reflected.
So, in your reflection and prayer time, what do you learn about places of emotional
response in you that rise to the surface at the first opportunity? What thoughts and
questions does this bring up for you? For God? Where do you see God at work in it all?
Where do you pray you see God at work more?
Receive this blessing: May God who created you with all your emotions walk with you as
you encounter them. May Jesus, who felt the very same human emotions, make you
courageous as you notice them, pray about them and even learn from them. And may the
Holy Spirit work through you as your emotions compel you to seek transcendence in God
and God alone, and love one another as Jesus would. Amen.
Peace, Pastor Ann

Come and Worship!

The Road to Emmaus with Elaine Robbins
Notes from a Diakonia journey
Hello Again!
It seems so long ago that I was studying Biblical
Images-Identity and Mission. More recently I
began taking a class on Christian Visitation, due to
technical issues and the difficulty of visiting at this
time, the class was rescheduled for June.In April I
began a class called “Daily Life of a Christian.”
Each class has been so wonderful. They require a
lot of reading and some papers and presentations,
so I have given up some free time but LOVE the
classes. The classes I am taking are part of a
Diakonia program, more info is available at
www.diakoniausa.org.
Last time I told you about the findings I made regarding the identity of Eden. I also studied
the mission of Eden. Mission is divided into five categories: Evangelizing, Global
Connections, Ecumenism, Social Ministry and Social Advocacy. I would like to share a
little of what I learned about Eden in a few of these areas.
Evangelism was defined as sharing the Word of God. To be able to share the Word of God
we must be able to be comfortable and confident speaking about God active in the world
and our lives. As a congregation, and the priesthood of all believers, unfortunately many of
us are often uncomfortable putting our faith into words. Our study suggested that we learn
to speak about God in the safety of our church with other believers. We can practice this

by sharing how we have seen God work in our lives. A time for testimony could be added
to specific worship services. Sharing testimonies not only helps us become more
comfortable speaking about God but will hopefully cause us to look to see more of God in
our daily life. When we see God active in our personal life, we will hopefully want to share
His love with others.
Ecumenism- Until I took the Biblical Images class, I had no idea of how incredibly special
are our ecumenical connections with the local Presbyterian, Methodist, Episcopalian
churches. Because of this wonderful connection, friendships have formed, and we have
gained a greater understanding of how other denominations worship and what they
believe. Additionally, our pastors work together on social issues such as homelessness.
Our team serves as a living reminder that though our beliefs may vary, we all worship the
same God.
As for social advocacy, we have grown there but there is much more to do. We seem to
be in the stage of gathering information and gaining an understanding of the problems that
we rarely, if ever, see firsthand. Now, we are being educated, hopefully soon we will move
to action. Pastor is the driving force in our education. She is careful to use inclusive
language in her writing and services and does not avoid speaking about large social
problems. Her leadership keeps us mindful of the world outside of our community. Pastor
Ann offered evening adult study time that tackled tough subjects such as gun control and
racial justice and equality.
The Biblical Images class required me to take a closer look at Eden. Digging deeper, into
our past and looking ahead to our future, I feel very proud of our church.
Peace and good health be with you all, Elaine

Mask Up America! (click me!)

Reflections on ministry to others
"I felt my cup filling up with each visit"
Norma Dick helped bring people communion during Holy
Week.
Easter Vigil and Easter Morning worship were the first
times we communed together since the All Saints Bonfire
worship in November, 2020.
As we get creative about how we conduct our Christian

practices in unusual times, we must do our best to make
sure everyone is included. Since we could not serve one
another with foot washing and communion as is typical of
Maundy Thursday, we looked for other ways to be of
service. And so, we did our best to bring communion to
those who are not gathering in person or virtually at this
time. And, for whatever reason.
The clear activity of God's love in and among us was
evident to all participated. Communion ministers felt as
nourished and cared for as those they were visiting.
Here is a brief reflection on the experience from Norma:
"Actually, at first I was nervous to go to people's houses since some have not been around many
people since the pandemic started. But once I went to the first two houses, I felt so happy I
decided to do this. I felt my cup filling up with each quick visit!! I hope everyone felt the same
about me stopping at their houses. The smiles and happiness I received were amazing. I did feel
myself holding back from hugging. That was a weird feeling.
"When I reflect on that day, I’m thankful. Thankful I decided to go out to see and talk with these
people. I think we all needed it. A couple of houses I went to had only seen a handful or less of
people in a year." -- Norma Dick
At this time, the team, made up of Bruce Dausey, Elaine Robbins and Pastor Ann as well, is
working to reach out each month with prayer and an opportunity for communion. If you would like
to join this team, or be added to the home visit list, please contact the office by email, or at 906387-2520.

Your Christian Education in Unusual Times
Faithful Innovations Team
listening & learning
The Pandemic interrupted our original
plans to bring a team from Eden to the
Synod's next Faithful Innovations
Training. But God made us a determined
and creative species. We are officially
back on track, despite some gathering
limitations.
Eden's Faithful Innovations Team is
Bruce Dausey, Norma Dick, Elaine
Robbins and Howard Varvil. Their Faithful
Innovations Coach is Pastor Keith
Kolstad from Zion Lutheran in Marinette,
WI. Pastor Ann is also on the team as a
sort of spiritual advisor. She also serves
as a coach to the team from Zion.
Pastor Ann believes it's a perfect time for
doing Faithful Innovations. "I've been
involved in this training with the synod for
a couple of years now. It excites me. I
think it gives us a very accessible way to
perceive what God is up to in the world and in us. Plus, it can be a whole lot of fun along
the way. The Faithful Innovations practices are largely about seeing what the Holy Spirit is
doing and maybe even joining in. And when we do, buckle up. When we let God's Spirit
truly lead us, we're in for a ride! And a whole lot of life. "
It's important to note, Faithful Innovations is not a program designed to put butts in pews

or market Christ's Church to those we wish were engaged in our faith community more
often or at all.
It is an opportunity to learn more about how to get out of our own way, our individual
perspectives and expectations to sense God with Faithful Innovation practices like
Dwelling in the Word, or neighborhood walks with new eyes, or asking open-ended
questions like "Where do you see God?" Participants often find they set off in unexpected
ways through these practices. One congregation ended up hosting a month community
dinner with ecumenical partners. Another started a prayer fence at a construction site
where hundreds passed their church doors every day, but rarely walked through them.
They still needed prayer. Another participant made the simple change of moving lawn
chairs to the front yard instead of the fenced in backyard. There he began to read the
paper and have a cup of coffee. It wasn't long before he was in meaningful relationship
with the neighbors he didn't even know he had.
You will hear more about Faithful Innovation and Holy Experiments over the next few
month. Let's see what the Spirit is up too!

Wednesday Night
Faith Formation & Bible Study
Almost every Wednesday 5:30-7 pm, on Zoom.
The study is appropriate for youth and adults, ages 12 and up. Bring a bible, a glass of
wine or cup of tea ... maybe a snack. Study materials, if any, will be provided.
Please visit this link or email Pastor Ann at pastor@edenonthebay.org, to register.

Sunday School to Go available
Eden Sunday School students are welcome to join in with our at-home Sunday School
lessons and activities at any time. Each month, the bags are distributed to interested
families and households. There is no cost to participate. The content is geared to families
with children at about grade level 6 and under. If you would like to join in or get more
information, please email Jennifer Wood.

Zoom Fellowship after worship is fun!

"This is most certainly brew!" -- Martin Luther

As we begin to get vaccinated for COVID-19, we will also need to continue wearing our

facemasks and maintaining social distances when in contact with folks who live outside
our household. This means that even when we begin worshiping a restricted number of
people in-person again, it like our time of fellowship after worship will not resume for some
time.
So we've been trying something new in the interim!
Most weeks, following service (about 11:30 am) we will open up a Zoom room where we
get together safely in Christian Community.
No webcam? No worries. You can still telephone into the gathering.
So, grab your hot beverage of choice, maybe some snacks and your most recent stories
about life and love. All are welcome.
Simply follow this link, or contact Pastor Ann to join in.
See you in fellowship!

Bold Theme of "Hope"
Sets Tone for Synod Assembly 2021

Synod Assembly is May 10-15, 2021
Eden is sending three voting members to Synod Assembly: Pastor Ann, Larry Alexander
and Lynn DeRoche. Thank you for your time and attention at the synod level!

Anyone Can Attend the Synod Assembly!
All are encouraged to attend as visitors. There’s no cost. Pop in where you can, or where
you have interest.
No registration needed! All links to workshops, worship and the business meeting will be
available on the Synod website, Facebook page and YouTube channel. You don't have to
be a voting member to attend. And you certainly don't have to be a voting member to be
nourished through the Assembly's theme of Hope.
Mark your calendars and join us for a week full of opportunities for engagement,
discussion, worship, and information, all with the theme of Hope.
Here’s a tentative overview of what to expect:

Monday, May 10 Pre-recorded Opening Worship
Tuesday, May 11 Workshops for the whole Synod
Wednesday, May 12 Workshops for the whole Synod
Thursday, May 13 Workshops for the whole Synod Installation service livestream
Friday, May 14 Social gathering online
Saturday, May 15 Business meeting (required for voting members)
Voting members will be required to complete orientation sessions online prior to Synod
Assembly week. Stay tuned for more detailed information!
Are you are a Thrivent member? You may have up to two $250 Action Team
opportunities available to you each year. Is there a project at Eden you would like to
tackle? Is there a community project you'd like to support? Applying and reporting is very
simple. Learn more about Thrivent Action Teams here.

Financial Snapshot

March Financial Snapshot (YTD)
Income
$7,473.57
$ 30,728.80
Expenses $12,461.84
$ 34,167.83
We began 2021 with continued fiscal carefulness and confidence that God does
provide and is steadfast in that promise. As you can see, it's easy to slip behind
though. Our monthly and year to day numbers have moved to a deficit in our first
quarter.
Thank you for continuing to make your offering toward Eden's ministry. Please
continue to give generously as you are able. If you or someone you know is
struggling in these challenging times, please reach out to Pastor Ann.
Offerings are received at our worship services. They can be dropped off at the
office or mailed to Eden Lutheran Church, PO Box 360, Munising, MI 49862.
You can also set up automated giving through your bank or a vehicle like Simply
Giving. For infomaiton, contact the office.

Memorial Fund
In Memory Of
Janet Whippen
Jim & Debbie Perttula

In Memory Of
Russell Bernard
Joanie Hinsa
Jim & Debbie Perttula
In Memory Of
Donna McNally
Jim & Debbie Perttula
In Memory Of
Carrie Peters
Jim & Debbie Perttula
In Memory Of
Edwin”Ed” Mattson
Harry & Ruth Lindquist
Joanie Hinsa
Jim & Debbie Perttula
In Memory Of
Donald “Don”
Johnson
Harry & Ruth Lindquist
In Memory Of
Patricia “Pat”
Seglund
Harry & Ruth Lindquist
In Memory Of
Gloria Brown
George & Anne Balko
Jim & Debbie Perttula
Harry & Ruth Lindquist
Joanie Hinsa
Jean Hayes
Current Balance $16,476.81

Youth Ministry Fund
Current Balance $4,684.15

Community Notes
Mailbox
Eden Scholarship Committee,
Thank you very much for the
scholarship. The money paid for a
portion of my college tuition at
Bay College. This scholarship is
very much appreciated. Thank
you again for the scholarship!
Kelsea Ackerman
Eden Scholarship Committee,
Thank you for the scholarship! It is
very much appreciated. The
money will go toward tuition for
the upcoming year! Thanks again!
Marissa Ackerman
Dear Friends of Eden,

Thank you so much for the lovely
flowers I received on my Birthday.
They made the winter day much
brighter.
Your Friend In Christ, Pauline
Elavsky
Dear Eden,
Just a Note to let you know I'm
thinking about you. Hope all is
well in the congregation.
Bob & Sue Kayl
3628 Tower Square #35, Lake
Orion, MI. 48359
Thank You to the Memorial
Committee – Kinky Werner,
Sylvia Bosley, and Jean Hayes,
they voted to pay for the care of
the Circle Garden for this year.
We look forward to seeing the
garden florish again as spring
surely comes.
Thank you to Jean Hayes for
purchasing a new shredder for the
office.
Thank you to Bruce Dausey and
Elaine Robbins for leading
worship while Pastor Ann took
some time off with family and got
some continuing education hours
completed. This community is truly blessed in your ministries.

New Members Class Scheduled
Anyone interested in becoming a member of the Eden Faith Community is invited to join
us for a New Members Class on Saturday, May 8 from 1-2:30 pm. This will be more a
conversation and sharing stories then classroom instruction. We'll talk about what it
means to be part of an ELCA faith community. You are encouraged to bring a cup of
coffee and snack if you would like too. If you cannot make this class, please contact
Pastor Ann to make other arrangements.

Garden of Eden Lawncare Helpers Needed
Eden’s Property Committee is looking for at least one more volunteer to help with mowing
the church lawn this summer. Please contact John Murk or the office with questions and/or
availability.
Also, if you can help with any of the church gardens (flowers and veggies) please contact
the office, Brenda St. Martin or Vicki Ballas with questions or availability.

Happy Birthday Blessings to You!

April Birthdays:
4/02
Melissa Nelson
4/04
Kris Madigan
4/04
Carly Lindquist
4/05
Dale Immel
4/06
Karen Schmidtman
4/12
Howard Varvil
4/13
Joe Paquette
4/14
Sheila Balko
4/15
Lauren Nelson
4/19
Eric Brock
4/20
Debi Fulcher
4/21
Paula Ackerman
4/23
Margaret Gosselin
4/27
Lisa Cromell

May Birthdays:
5/02 Beryl Davis
5/03 Kim Steinhoff
5/06 Kenya Oas
5/07 Kelsey Murk
5/08 Ruth Elavsky
5/08 Todd Brock
5/08 Violet Dennis
5/10 Matthew Mattson
5/13 Alex Paquette
5/18 Joni Peffers
5/21 Paula Brock
5/23 Karen Scott
5/24 Madeline Cole
5/24 Sean Harmon
5/25 Lorena Mahoski
5/25 Landon Peters
5/26 Curt Erickson
5/29 John Cromell
5/30 Bryan Burkhalter

Pray Ceaselessly
Eden Prayer List
Please remember the
following people in your
prayers: Alek, Lori, Jonnie,
Chandler, Larry, Keith, Paxton,
Bruce, Mary, Cathy, Marlene,
Larry, Jim, Tara, Jeff, Mary,
Dave, Jim & Tina, Craig, Stacy,
Ray, Pat, Doris, Richard, Mike,
Anne, Christina, Cydney, Jake,
Dawn, Rick, Tommy, Arlene and
all who are in our prayers today.
Nursing Home: Ruth Elavsky,
Jim LeVeque, Babe Strand and
Jean Moore
Assisted Living: Norma Secreast
In Service: Airman Craig Oas, Ryan Graves, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Sean
Sutherland, Peter Peterson, Brad Salmi, Mathew Moilanen, Mikey Graves and our
veterans who have returned to their communities.
General: All who deal with COVID-19 here in our neighborhoods and beyond.
Prayer Ventures
NGLS Prayer Calendar

Pray for peace at the
9pm whistle!

Growing Stewards Step by Step

This month our Stewardship Focus is on our call to be good stewards of
God's creation.
Consider what God expects of us through the poetry of Psalm 8.
Divine Majesty and Human Dignity
O Lord, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
Out of the mouths of babes and infants
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,
to silence the enemy and the avenger.
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;
what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them?
Yet you have made them a little lower than God,
and crowned them with glory and honour.
You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet,
all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,
the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
O Lord, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

We hear a lot about how we are failing in our stewardship of God's creation. It is important
to be realistic. Equally important is how we can be inspired through stories of Good News
in how people are being exemplary stewards. Like here ... 4 Million Trees, NYC Climate
Mobilzation Act, Reduction in Elephant Poaching and more!

Go forth, God's Stewards!

ELCA Youth Gathering
ELCA Youth Gathering
Update
The ELCA Youth Gathering planned for
next summer has been rescheduled for
2022. Eden will plan to send a group.

Watch for announcements on preparing for
the trip next summer.
More information is available on the ELCA
Website.

From Our Synod
Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,
My father was a historian. Often at the dinner table, he
would alert us to some historical milestone of the day. He
would announce with enthusiasm, “Five hundred years ago
today...” such and such happened. Or “It’s been exactly ten
years and four days since…” Sometimes we would have to
guess what obscure anniversary was being named, which
was always impossible, unless it was our birthday.
So, prepare yourself as now I am going to inflict the same
reverie on you. It has been a year, one whole year, since the
pandemic became real to our corner of the world. On March
15, 2020, Pastor Jim Duehring was at St. Paul’s in Ironwood
celebrating the installation of their new pastor, the Rev.
Doug Norquist. And on that same day, practically that same
hour, I was at Salem and Zion, Ironwood, celebrating the
installation of their new pastor, the Rev. Nicole HansonLynn. After that Sunday, practically overnight, pastors were transformed into video
producers, we learned about FM transmitters, Zoom, making masks, and the status quo
became anything but quo.
In this past year, what have we learned? What have we lost? What have we gained? God
has been at work in this pandemic. I think of the scripture readings that have to do with
pruning, with being refined like silver, with being molded like clay in the hands of the
potter. I think of God’s promise for new life, for renewal, to be active in us as the Spirit
pushes and pulls us as the body of Christ, the Church, into a God-pleasing shape.
No doubt, we have felt the points of pressure, even pain. We can look back over this past
year, which has felt much longer than 12 months, and compare then to now. We can look
back and take note that this will be our second pandemic Easter, that we will still observe
safety protocols and be silent of trumpets. That we still have a way to go before we can
declare the pandemic is over. But at this one year mark, we can look back and see what
we have gained.
We have learned how to be more connected in new ways. Our Lifelong Faith Formation
classes connected participants and teachers from the Copper Country to the Soo, from
Ironwood to Menominee. The current Racial Equity Challenge is doing the same
thing. Pastors and leaders slogged through decision fatigue to creatively meet the new
challenges. Congregation Councils did the hard work of figuring out safety protocols and
what metrics to apply to future decisions of in person worship. I saw congregations
equipping parents to teach the faith with take home packets and at home worship. I saw
online meetings, zoom coffee hour, email devotions, and hard copy sermons sent through
the mail.
You all have been and continue to be AMAZING!!! What a year! What a difficult, trying,
tiring, creative, faith deepening, discipleship challenging, grief provoking year of loss and
gain. I know I am not the only one who has felt weary, impatient, and sad. But neither am I
the only one who has found new appreciation for what makes us Church, the power of
community, and how Christ becomes more palpable when we are together.
Looking at both the positives and negatives of this pandemic allows us to look forward
with better questions about what our next steps will be. There is newness emerging and a
hunger to dive deeply into the things we took for granted before. As we gather for worship
again, as we reapply ourselves to ministries that have been neglected, as we are newly

aware of what matters to us about the community of faith, I urge that we continue in
prayerful discernment about future directions. I do not believe it is wise to rush back to fill
every corner with the way we did things “before.”
I hope, in this year of HOPE, that the same care and consideration that we invested in
designing safety protocols will be applied as we consider what to carry forward and what
to leave behind, and what to begin from scratch. I know that God is creating something
new, and we are only just beginning to perceive it.
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Yours in Christ, Bishop Katherine Finegan

“Where I’ve seen
God today”
by Pastor Jim Duehring,
NGLS Assistant to the Bishop
A good question to ask yourself is,
“Where have you seen God today?” And
if you haven’t been intentionally asking
yourself that question, perhaps the
corollary would be, “Where have you
seen God in the past week, or
months?”
I think that most of us understand this
question not as a literal seeing of God
but as a spiritual question. The
assumption in this question is that God
is “seeable” and “knowable” on some level.
Sometimes God seems quite hidden and not seeable. But, perhaps, by even asking
ourselves that question, we might grow in our faith and better “see” God.
So, “where have I seen God lately?”
I’ve seen God in people making phone calls to check in on neighbors and family
members during this pandemic.
I’ve seen God challenging us to think about hard issues of social justice around
race and economic inequalities.
I’ve seen God working through the many unnamed researchers who developed
vaccines for COVID.
I’ve seen God in pastors and lay leaders digging deep into their bag of resiliency
and trying out new things in their congregations.
I’ve seen God in people who had never heard of Zoom joining bible and book
studies through their church and Lifelong Formation classes offered through our
synod.
I’ve seen God in the generosity of people supporting their local businesses,
donating blood, and delivering meals.
I’ve seen God surrounding those who grieve many losses including the death of
loved ones in recent months.
I’ve seen God challenging us to reevaluate what church truly is as more than a
building.
I’ve seen God in people gathering outside in a church parking lot in lawn chairs and
social distancing to find joy in the presence of others.
I’ve seen God in pastors and parishioners who gather for worship in parking lots
even in bitter cold weather.
I’ve seen people spending more time outdoors and appreciating the beauty of God’s
creation.
If I truly stop to think about it, I’ve seen God many times!

Sometimes as a pastor, I would ask people before the start of a committee
meeting, “Where have you seen God today or this week?” Some people without would
hesitation speak up and name something. Others would be silent. I didn’t push people to
say something. Perhaps, they had never considered that question. Perhaps, they didn’t
want to say the wrong thing. Perhaps, they didn’t have words for how they “saw” God at
work.
I’m convinced that as individuals we benefit from asking ourselves that question about
“God sightings.” God is. And God can be known through Christ, our neighbor, and this
created world.
Thank you, Lord, for being present, even when we do not “see” you!

From Churchwide
A pastoral word on
the verdict of Derek
Chauvin’s trial
(4/20/2021 5:50:00 PM)

The trial of Derek Chauvin, the former
Minnesota police officer charged with the
killing of George Floyd, has riveted our
national attention these past weeks, and
now a verdict has been
reached. Together with people around the
world, we have anticipated the
jury's decision with troubled
hearts. As members of the community
of Jesus, we affirm that "if one member
suffers, all suffer together with it" (1
Corin. 12:26, NRSV).
No jury verdict can erase the pain of the
Floyd family, and we share our condolences and pray for ongoing comfort in their
suffering and for all whose lives have been touched by this tragedy. As people of the
cross, we believe in the hope of the resurrection. Yet we cannot rush to Easter Sunday
without reflecting on the oppression of Good Friday.
The murder of George Floyd is one of the many examples of the ongoing abuse of police
authority. The extrajudicial killings of Brown and Black bodies must stop.
We recommit ourselves as a church to continue to fight against the sin of racism and to
hold accountable unjust systems and structures that perpetuate injustices, including our
own. In the words of Martin Luther King Jr: "Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single
garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly." The work of
confronting these injustices is long overdue.
Let us together in our congregations and communities discern how we are being called in
this moment to live out our baptismal promise to serve all people and strive for justice and
peace.
For further discussion, you can read the following sections from ELCA social statements
and policy:
The Church and Criminal Justice: Hearing the Cries, (pages 9 and 13).
Freed in Christ: Race, Ethnicity, and Culture, (pages 4 and 5).
Declaration of the ELCA to People of African Descent, (page 2).
In Christ,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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and service in the world. The ELCA's roots are in the writings of the German church
reformer Martin Luther.

ELCA Open Door Grants supports postpandemic ministry efforts
Do you have an idea?

Dear friends in ministry,
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, you have served your communities with compassion
and creativity, even as physical distancing changed the way we worship and meet. With
vaccinations becoming available to more of the population, we look forward to gathering
with our congregations in physical spaces again soon. What might the Spirit have in store?
Beginning April 21, your congregation is invited to apply for an Open Doors grant to
support your ministries as we resume in-person worship and gatherings.
How can we meet new people, especially as we crave community following a time
of unprecedented isolation?
How might we stay connected with people who have not visited our church
buildings but joined us online?
As we adjust to post-pandemic life, how can we create new ideas to meet the
changing needs of our communities?
Have an idea? Grant applications will open on April 21 at ELCA.org/OpenDoors.
Any ELCA congregation can apply for grant funding with a specific and actionable idea for
how its ministry might enable members to meet new people while regathering in
community as COVID-19 considerations allow.
As we resume in-person gatherings we are not simply reclaiming our physical worship
space. We are being reclaimed by God and one another in the Spirit as we return to
physical community. As people freed by the gift of God’s love and grace, how might we
share that gift with others who might need it, too?
Open doors invite us in to gather, and open doors sends us out to meet our neighbors.
COVID-19 resources for ELCA congregations and members
With the rising cases of COVID-19, our church and its leaders continue to adapt and
minister to those in need. Resources are available to help congregations stay connected
and resilient during this crisis, including online worship best practices, considerations for
returning to in-person worship, FAQs about government assistance programs and
resources to help you practice your faith at home.
Read more.

Lutheran Disaster Response

Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose
lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. When
the dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those
in need. Learn more about Lutheran Disaster Response.

Looking for a new blog read?

There are more than a few to choose from on the ELCA website, like this one about
Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Perspectives.

Read Isaiah 43: 19-23
Let us pray,
O God, You who are always doing a new thing,
we confess that we sometimes close windows
against the fresh air of new ideas,
against the noise of other people’s worries,
against the winds of change.
God of every place and time,
we confess that we often draw the curtains
against people who are different,
against world news or community concerns.
Forgive us our insulation in our locked homes,

our shuttered churches,
the security systems on our hearts.
Open up our lives,
and let your Spirit blow through. Amen.
From re:worship blog
If you would like to subscribe, click here and send us your name and email address!



