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Hello Church!

This month, we begin Lent, which we've had to re-imagine
a bit. Although, I think it's imperative that we remember
despite that, the bones of this sacred season .-- selfreflection, repentance, accompanying Jesus on his
journey to the cross -- remains quite unchanged.
I suspect many of you lament that we cannot gather for
our usual Lenten tradition this year.
And at the same time, and maybe selfishly, to preserve my
coping skills and mental wellness, I have tried to embrace
ways that we can lean into the difference in the hopes of
hearing and seeing and feeling God break into our Lenten
lives in different ways.
And so while I will miss our progressive, soup-filed,
ecumenical Wednesday nights, and watching over Thursday night prayer chapel, I am
excited to present to you the following structure for our devotion and worship in community
and as households.

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17

Ashes @ Home kits picked up and distributed prior to evening call to worship
Pick kits up on church porch, Tuesday, Feb. 16 from 9 am to 5 pm, Wednesday
from 9 am – Noon.

If you cannot come to the church to pick up your Ashes @ Home kits,
please call the office with your name and address.

If you can help with delivering Ashes @ Home kits to people who cannot
pick up at the church, please contact the office.
Noon – Ashes to Go, downtown Munising. Pastor Jim Rodgers and I are planning to do
this again, unless the Alger Co. outbreak makes it impossible to do so safely.
3 pm Medilodge – I am working with Sara Murk to bring some form of Ash Wednesday
observance to residents and staff
7 pm Call to Worship, a prerecorded Ash Wednesday Service which will be available on
our website and our Facebook page.

The Ashes @ Home kits will include
Ashes ready for imposition
Bulletin for service and for imposition of ashes at home
Lenten Devotionals (electronic version available on website)

Wednesdays of Lent (Feb. 24, Mar 3, 10, 17, 24)

Pre-recorded Lenten Evening Prayer services focused on the Beatitudes and offered by
five pastors from the ELCA.

The Rev. Kerri Clark, Trinity Lutheran Church, Connellsville, PA
The Rev. Ann Gonyea, Eden Lutheran Church, Munising, MI
The Rev. Liz Rossing, Our Savior's Lutheran Church, Cleveland, MN
The Rev. Sarah Rossing, St. James Lutheran Church, Youngstown, PA
The Rev Marie Sager, St Timothy’s Lutheran Church, Aston, PA

There will be a call to worship each week at about 7 pm

Sundays of Lent (Feb. 21, 28, Mar 7, 14, 21)

We will operate as we have been during this pandemic.
We pray and plan to be back to some restricted in-person worship on Feb. 14.

Keep praying, folks. We need to see more improvement. As we publish the February
newsletter, Alger County is at risk of an outbreak, according to the metrics at the COVID
Act Now website
This means "Alger County is at risk of an outbreak. COVID cases are either increasing at
a rate likely to overwhelm hospitals and/or the state’s COVID preparedness is below
international standards."
Another risk calculator we have been using indicates that in a gathering of 25 people in
Alger Co. right now, there is a 30 percent chance someone in the group is shedding virus.
This is particularly concerning considering the new, much more transmissible variant of
COVID-19 that has reached the United States, including Michigan, and so likely the
Midwest.
These numbers have been improving! Our prayers and our cautiousness is
working. Let's keep it up and give God the space needed to bring about the healing
we need so we can get "back to better."
Online worship will continue to take place whether we are gathering in-person or not.
Any return to in-person worship at this time is done with the following understandings:
Attendance will be restricted to about 20-25 people. Attendance will be tracked so if
there is an exposure at Eden we know who needs to be contacted.
In-person worship may be suspended at any time. We are working in conjunction
with our local health department and using several risk calculators to make this
determination. All are advised to keep an eye on our website and Facebook page
for updates
All attendees at in-person worship, indoors and outdoors, are expected to wear a
mask and maintain appropriate distances between households
All are expected to honor and love neighbor by washing hands often, staying home
when feeling ill or having been exposed to someone with COVID-19.

Stay tuned for Holy Week and Easter Sunday plans
As I said, it is hard to have yet another Lenten season disrupted by this dreadful virus. We
press on though, because that's what God's people do. It's what we've been freed to do in
the Risen Christ. Freed from endless and fruitless acrobatics to earn our salvation, we do
what we need to do to reach that promised "back to better" ahead. We do it with our eye
on Jesus and looking out for one another, especially the most vulnerable among us. We
do it with a radical trust in God that shines forth to the nations, including our own.
I think the Lenten Devotional included with the Ashes @ Home kits says well what we can
expect in our Lenten devotions, this year as any. Jesus says, "'The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the Gospel!' (Mark 1:15) He says this to
everyone who will listen -- to the crowds, to the rulers, to his friends and enemies alike.
'Whoever hears My word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life,' He says (John
5:24b) 'Whoever comes to Me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in Me shall never
thirst.' (John 6:35b) 'Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live!" (John
11:25b) He says it to you, and he says it to me. During these next forty days, let's listen to
Jesus -- and grab His invitation with both hands." (The Marks of Love, Lutheran Hour
Ministries)
God bless you and keep you, God's face shine upon you and give you peace,
Pastor Ann

COVID-19 Vaccination Effort continues

Officials at the LMAS District Health Department Munising Memorial Hospital are asking
people to continue to be patient as they respond to those who have called the vaccination
list.
As the vaccination effort has ramped up, supply has shifted and the counties of the U.P.
saw a drop in the number of vaccines they received each week. There was a story on
TV6 about the change.

If you are over the age of 65 or an essential worker and want a vaccine please call our
vaccination line to get on our list: 906-387-4111
Our local health care officials as us to remember it may take time to get a return call but
they are working as fast as they can to get everyone in. Spread the word, hope is in the
air!

Zoom Fellowship after worship is fun!

"This is most certainly brew!" -- Martin Luther

As we begin to get vaccinated for COVID-19, we will also need to continue wearing our
facemasks and maintaining social distances when in contact with folks who live outside
our household. This means that even when we begin worshiping a restricted number of
people in-person again, it like our time of fellowship after worship will not resume for some
time.
So we've been trying something new in the interim!
Following service (11:30 am) we will open up a Zoom room where we get together safely
in Christian Community.
No webcam? No worries. You can still telephone into the gathering.
So, grab your hot beverage of choice, maybe some snacks and your most recent stories
about life and love. All are welcome.
Simply follow this link at 11:30 am, or contact Pastor Ann to join in.
See you in fellowship!

Your Christian Education in Unusual Times
Wednesday Night
Faith Formation & Bible
Study
Almost every Wednesday 5:30-7
pm, on Zoom.

Presently we are working
through a Five-session Bible
Study called Christianity,
Climate Change and
Sustainable Living by the
Jubilee Centre, and
supplemented with material from
Pastor Ann and participants.

Even though the sessions have
started, each section offers rich opportunity to discuss scripture and Christian life, and
stands alone as worthy of time.

The study is appropriate for youth and adults, ages 12 and up.
Please visit this link or email Pastor Ann at pastor@edenonthebay.org, to register.

Sunday School to Go available

Eden Sunday School students are welcome to join in with our at-home Sunday School
lessons and activities at any time. Each month, the bags are distributed to interested
families and households. There is no cost to participate. The content is geared to families
with children at about grade level 6 and under. If you would like to join in or get more
information, please email Jennifer Wood.

Zoom helps fill the absence of in-person faith formation

One of the resources we have as people in pandemic is the ability to use technology to
connect with one another. It doesn’t replace our Christian fellowship together and it isn’t a
perfect fix, but it is something in place of nothing.
We will continue to hold Bible Study on Zoom, for instance, and it would be nice if we
could add a time of virtual fellowship on Sunday afternoon.
There are some for whom this is a challenging proposition. Some of our Eden family do
not feel very comfortable with a platform like Zoom. It can be intimidating, certainly.
So here are a couple of resources to help get folks started.
Quick little videos showing people how to do basic things in Zoom.
This article may also be helpful.
At this point we have a Zoom subscription at our disposal. So, if you would like to
reconvene a group (WELCA, committees, prayer group, bible study, etc) please contact
Pastor Ann to get you set up with a Zoom meeting. It’s really easy to do.

Bold Theme of "Hope"
Sets Tone for Synod Assembly 2021
Synod Assembly May 10-15, 2021

Mark your calendars and join us for a week full of opportunities
for engagement, discussion, worship, and information, all with
the theme of Hope.
Here’s a tentative overview of what to expect:
Monday, May 10 Pre-recorded Opening Worship
Tuesday, May 11 Workshops for the whole Synod
Wednesday, May 12 Workshops for the whole Synod
Thursday, May 13 Workshops for the whole Synod
Installation service livestream
Friday, May 14 Social gathering online
Saturday, May 15 Business meeting (required for voting
members)
Voting members will be required to complete orientation
sessions online prior to Synod Assembly week. Stay tuned for
more detailed information!

Are you are a Thrivent member? You may have up to two $250 Action Team
opportunities available to you each year. Is there a project at Eden you would like to
tackle? Is there a community project you'd like to support? Applying and reporting is very
simple. Learn more about Thrivent Action Teams here.

Upcoming Events
Some things to watch in
coming weeks
Annual Meeting

Mark your calendars and
stayed tuned for how we will
gather for our annual meeting
on Sunday, Feb. 21, following
our morning worship.
We will decide exactly how
we will meet when we are
closer to the date and know
what we are permitted and
able to do, according to the
State and our local public
health professionals.
Worst case scenario, we will meet only on Zoom. Here's the link.
Best case scenario, we will be conducting restricted in-person worship with a Zoom
option so anyone who wants to attend can do so.

If weather should interfere with our ability to do in-person worship, we will conduct the
annual meeting on Zoom.
Do you have something you would like added to the calendar? Email or call with your info
(what, when, time, place and contact) to the office.

Click here for Eden on the Bay Calendar
Financial Snapshot
January Financial Snapshot
(YTD)
Income
Expenses

$10,709.00
$11,331.31

$ 10,790.00
$ 11,331.31

Thanks to your stewardship, generosity
and our SBA loan/grant of about $20,000,
we were able to keep our numbers in the
black at year end 2020.

Thanks be to God for all who support this faith community and for all God has given
us so that we may do that.
We begin 2021 with continued fiscal carefulness and confidence that God does
provide and is steadfast in that promise.
Thank you for continuing to make your offering toward Eden's ministry. Please
continue to give generously as you are able. If you or someone you know is
struggling in these challenging times, please reach out to Pastor Ann.

Memorial Fund

In Memory Of
Janet Whippen
Tom & Brenda St.Martin
In Memory Of
Russell Bernard
Billie Lindquist
Tom & Brenda St.Martin
Jean Hayes
In Memory Of
Donna McNally
Tom & Brenda St.Martin
Current Balance $16,037.21

Youth Ministry Fund
Current Balance $4,684.15

Community Notes
Mailbox
January 20, 2021
Greetings Friends of Fortune
Lake!
2020 has been quite the year. The
challenges and griefs are many, yet
as people of faith, we trust that
Christ is with us, especially in our
seasons of doubt, grief, and need.
You have been a tangible reminder
of God’s faithfulness through your
support of the ministry of Fortune
Lake.
When the pandemic hit, the leaders
at Fortune Lake quickly shifted in
response. We began asking the
question: what CAN we do? With a lot of prayer and a bit of old fashioned camp creativity,
we found new ways to help connect our beloved camp community with their faith, with one
another, and with this place of grace. Who knew we would be led in the “Adam’s family
Grace” by a summer staffer from England? Who ever imagined we’d experience a Fortune
Lake talent show over Zoom? Not safe to gather for our Wellness Retreat? No problem …
let’s shift it to an online weekly gathering.
Donors like you stepped up in remarkable ways, allowing us to remain focused on our
mission. Thank you! You have demonstrated God’s love and provision through your

support of Fortune Lake.
Please join us in prayer as we prepare for a pared down version of summer camp in 2021.
Through your generosity, stringent safety practices, and the steadfast guidance of the
Holy Spirit, we anticipate the return of many magical moments on the shores of Fortune
Lake.
Grace & Peace,
Amanda Rasner, Camp Director
Thank You to: Helen Scheuneman, Patsy LaCombe, Michelle Benson, and Jean
Hayes, who cleaned-up and returned all the cans and bottles in the downstairs. The Youth
Ministry fund earned $362. Not that it is not worth the money, but it got way-out-of-hand.
So please NO more returnables until we get someone to take care of keeping this under
control. If you still want to donate your returnable monies, you return the cans and donate
the money to the Youth Ministry. Thank You.

The Eden Flamingos made a special appearance at the Funeral Service for our sister Carrie Peters.
Carrie's favorite hymn is Joy to the World, words of worship appropriate for all times: Joy to the earth, the
Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, repeat the
sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy... Rest eternal grant her, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine up
her. Amen.

Happy Birthday Blessings to You!
January Birthdays:
2/03
Patricia Erickson
2/03
Vicki Lindquist
2/03
James Perttula
2/04
Joe Ackerman
2/05
Quest Tidd
2/10
Kristie Cota
2/10
Trey Mattson
2/11
Billie Lindquist
2/13
Harry Lindquist
2/14
Judy Erickson
2/14
Skylar Campbell
2/15
Evan Cromell

2/16
2/19
2/20
2/21
2/26
2/27
2/27
2/27
2/27
2/27
2/28
2/28
2/29

Marlene Robbins
Logan Peters
Michele Albright
Chris Lindquist
Pauline Elavsky
Zachary LeVeque
Brianne Lindquist
Jacob Mattson
Trevor Nummela
Steve Peffers
Jared Hemminger
Emily Hinsa
Danielle Belfry

Pray Ceaselessly
Eden Prayer List
Please remember the following people in your
prayers: Alek, Lori, Jonnie, Chandler, Larry, Keith,
Paxton, Bruce, Mary, Cathy, Marlene, Larry, Jim, Tara,
Jeff, Mary, Dave, Jim & Tina, Craig, Stacy, Ray, Pat,
Doris, Richard, Mike, Mark, Anne, Gloria, Christina,
Cydney, Dawn, Barry & Jake and all who are in our
prayers today.
Nursing Home: Ruth Elavsky, Pat Seglund, Don
Johnson, Jim LeVeque, Babe Strand and Jean Moore
Assisted Living: Norma Secreast
In Service: Airman Craig Oas, Ryan Graves, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Sean
Sutherland, Peter Peterson, Brad Salmi, Mathew Moilanen, Mikey Graves and our
veterans who have returned to their communities.
General: All who deal with COVID-19 here in our neighborhoods and beyond.

Prayer Ventures
NGLS Prayer Calendar

Pray for peace at the
9pm whistle!

Growing Stewards Step by Step

Regarding Stewardship this month: photos of
the Prayer of the Trees at Tahquamenon
Falls, and snowshoeing on the new Pictured
Rocks Snowshoe Trail off E. City Limits Rd.
ELCA Youth Gathering
Update
The ELCA Youth Gathering planned for
next summer has been rescheduled for
2022. Eden will plan to send a group.
Watch for announcements on preparing for
the trip next summer.
More information is available on the ELCA
Website.

From Our Synod
A direct and compelling headline
“May the God of hope
fill you with all joy and peace
in believing,
so that you may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
~Romans 15:13

Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,
There is a scene from the movie, The Shawshank
Redemption where the protagonist, Andy, is convicted of a
crime he did not commit. He spends some 30 years in a
dreadful prison until finally he escapes to begin a new life in
a little oceanside village in Mexico. He sends a letter to his
inmate friend, Red, and invites him to join him after Red is
paroled from his own lifetime sentence for a regrettable
crime he committed in his youth.
As we watch Red ride a bus towards Mexico, we hear his
voice say, “I find I am so excited I can hardly keep a thought
in my head. I hope I can make it across the border. I hope to
see my friend and shake his hand. I hope the Pacific is as
blue as it has been in my dreams. I hope.”
Hope is a powerful force. It pulls us forward through the
present as we reach for a different future. It was hope that made Andy’s and Red’s prison
time more bearable. And it is hope for so much that pulls us forward from our present
circumstances toward a future that promises:
an end to the pandemic.
gathering around tables with coffee-filled cups and bakery in hand.
laughter and conversation once again filling fellowship halls, restaurants, and living
rooms.
voices raised in songs of praise, in harmony, with great gusto.
ministry without masks.
I can hardly wait!
I Corinthians 13:13 proclaims, “And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the
greatest of these is love.”
The greatest of these IS love. But this year, in the year of our Lord 2021, our theme will
focus on HOPE. Make no mistake, we need love and faith too. But right now, we really
need HOPE.
As I write this, the inauguration looms large. Plans for armed and potentially violent
demonstrations outside each state’s capitol building are being reported, and the U.S. Joint
Chiefs of Staff has issued a public reminder to all military branches of their oath to defend
the Constitution. It is more than a little unsettling that they felt such a reminder was
necessary.
By the time you read this, whatever happens next week and before the end of January will
be in the past. We all will have watched the news, heard the reports, and prayed over
what right now has not happened yet.
And still, whatever is going to happen, does not change what we have always proclaimed
to be true, that our hope is in the Lord Jesus Christ. What that means for our present
circumstances has taken on more urgency. The more we feel the chaos and uncertainty of
our present, the more we reach for that which is true and solid and constant.
I hope we find a way towards healing, in our congregations and in our nation. I hope as
people of faith we have a witness that is authentic to the gospel message of Jesus. I hope
our congregations and pastoral leaders can hold on a little longer. I hope. I hope.
“O God our help in ages past
Our hope for years to come
Our shelter from the stormy blast
And our eternal home.”
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.

Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan

From Churchwide
COVID-19 resources for ELCA congregations and members

With the rising cases of COVID-19, our church and its leaders continue to adapt and
minister to those in need. Resources are available to help congregations stay connected
and resilient during this crisis, including online worship best practices, considerations for
returning to in-person worship, FAQs about government assistance programs and
resources to help you practice your faith at home.
Read more.

ELCA's Anti-Racism Pledge

Sign the pledge, “I commit to study, prayer and action to become an anti-racist individual
in an anti-racist church,” and share your participation on social media using
#ELCA4justice.
Act now.

Lutheran Disaster Response

Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose
lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. When
the dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those
in need. Learn more about Lutheran Disaster Response.

Looking for a new blog read?

There are more than a few to choose from on the ELCA website, like this one about
Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Perspectives.

Read Psalm 42:1-5.
And pray: God, our refuge and strength, you've bound us together in a common life. In all
our conflicts, help us to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, to listen for your
voice amid competing claims, and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (ELW Pastoral Care)
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