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Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church
PO Box 360
1150 W M-28
Munising, MI 49862
Address Service Requested

Non-Profi t Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit #3
Munising, MI 49862

All are welcome! Come as you are!
Church Worship Services:
Saturdays at 5 pm
Sundays at 10:30 am
Sunday School
Sundays at 10:30 am
Bible Studies
Tuesdays at 1 p.m.
Wednesdays at 5:30 pm

Pastor: The Rev. Ann Gonyea
906-202-9037, pastor@edenonthebay.org
Congregational President: Christi Salo
Secretary: Terry Kolbus
906-387-2520, contact@edenonthebay.org
Website: www.edenonthebay.org
Offi  ce hours: Mon, Wed & Fri, 9am-2pm, and 
many other times by appointment.
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Life in Eden

inside:

† A Crafting Bee invitation
† I am Lutheran, Eden on 
the Bay submission
† Photos of Life at Eden 

November, 2016

Bethlehem in the morning sun 
and the snow in January 2015. 
“Bethlehem” means “house of 
bread.” It is here Bread for the 
World was born. 
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From the Pastor ...

Needed: Sponsors for Life in Eden
If you would like to sponsor a month 

of postage ($40) for the newslett er 
please put it in the off ering and 
designate it “Life in Eden.”

Also Needed: Flowers
We have resumed monthly fl ower 

donors. The cost is $25 per month. In 
summer months, you may want to 
bring in fl owers from your garden. 
If you would like to sponsor fl owers, 
please put the donation in the off ering 
and designate it “Flowers for worship” 
and designate a month on the sign up 
in the narthex. Thank you !

As we move into November and the 
changing of the seasons is so obvious all 
around us, we also prepare to move into a new 
season of the church and a whole new church 
year. Th is change of the season is one annual 
reminder of God’s ongoing creative activity 
in the world. Sometimes that change is rather 
expected and oft en as gentle and welcomed 
as the brilliant tree tops of fall and the end of 
another bustling summer tourism season.

Living in this particular place in the world, 
our recent trip to Iceland, walking and 
talking with people about the joys and the 
brokenness we all experience have led me to 
think a lot lately about God’s persistent and 
creative work. Especially the kind of creation 
experience that is not gentle, not expected, 
and seems at fi rst glance to be just plain and 
simple destruction. But where we children 
of God might see an end, a death even, God 
always seems to have something new in the 
works.

In my Iceland travel journal I wrote, “Who 
but God can take something as cataclysmic  
as a nine-year volcanic eruption, or the 
landscape-shift ing movements of tectonic 
plates, or winds so high that you wonder if 
you’ll get blown off  a mountain and then 
make something so beautiful and strong and 
life-giving from it? No one. No one but God. 
And when you see a humpback or a lava 
fi eld or a powerful waterfall, that all comes to 
mind in a pounding epiphany, especially to us 
big-brained creatures who fool ourselves into 
thinking we are in control – or that we can be 
if only we try a little harder.”

Part of what we give thanks for at this time 
of year is directly connected to that creative 
work of God – the cycle of the seasons and the 
land and rains and sun that give us food. But 

we also give thanks, I think, for those times 
when all we can see is an end, even a terrible 
end, only to fi nd that God has been at work 
everywhere – in all those places that seem to 
go on smoothly and expected and all the places 
that feel dreadful and jarringly unexpected. 
Our faith, our worship together, our work 
together in this community proclaims that 
truth and that hope. And so as we all plan our 
Th anksgiving holidays, as we prepare for this 
new year in the church, as our community 
slips into the quieter months that come with 
winter, we give thanks because we know God 
has been with us all along the way, God goes 
with us wherever we are right now and God 
guides us and makes the way for a beautiful 
new creation. 

Peace, Pastor Ann
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You May Want to Know ...

Angela Treiber 02
Sean Sutherland 05
Ben Fulcher  09
Mason Behning 09
Jason Lindquist 12
Jean Matt son  13
Debbie Pertt ula 14
Bett e Immel  17
Jacob Mahoski 17
Maxwell Alexander 17
Pauline Knutt ila 22
Lori Stein  22
Carter Deatsman 22
Colleen Shelson 23-1929
Karen Derwin 23
Scott  Lindquist 24
Cassie Tebear 25
Timothy Wing 26
Sarah Willoughby 28
Jordan Seymour 29
Michelene Dausey 30

Prayer Concerns
Please remember the 
following people in your 
prayers:

Youth Mission Trip: Planning for June 2017
Among other things, the 

Ecumenical Youth Group is 
planning for a Mission Trip 
to Church for All People 
ministries in Columbus, 
OH. You can help support 

this trip by bringing in your 
returnables. We’ve already 
raised several hundred 
dollars in this eff ort! Thank 
you very much!

Jacobett i 
Home for 
Veterans: 
Oscar 
Froberg &
Pastor Sutherland

Assisted Living: Edna 
Olson, Helen Carr, & 
Norma Secreast

In Nursing Homes: Keith 
Stienhoff  and Donna 
Robare, Sue Anderson, 
Lucille Livermore.

Open Invitation to Community Chorus
The Munising Com-

munity Chorus, under the 
direction of Joyce Kelto 
Oas, began practicing for 
a Christmas Cantata titled, 
“The Christmas Story” 
- A Classic Carol Celebra-
tion. Practices are at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church

in Munising on Sundays 
from 2-4 pm. Performances 
are on Dec. 10 & 11 at Sion 
Lutheran Church in Cha-
tham, and Good Shepherd, 
respectively. Open to men, 
women and young adults. 
You do not need to read 
music. 
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From The Eden Council ....

In Memory Of Vera Dott 

Your Council:
Christi Salo

George Balko
John Murk

Bruce Dausey 
Joe Johnson

George Mannisto
Dave Miskus

Council Meeting Highlights
Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church
September 8, 2016
Congregational Council Meeting Highlights
Present:   Pastor Ann Gonyea, George Balko, George Mannisto, John Murk, Joe Johnson, 
Dave Miskus and Kirt Harmon
• Pastor report:  Activity; no baptisms, one graveside service, one funeral: Art Ritt er
• Campground Ministry:  Bruce Dausey has been handling this service.  His ministry 

is going well and the congregation has given him their full approval.  Att endance 
was up 151 people last year and 259 people so far this year.  This ministry is in its 
twentieth year.   Off ering is down.

• Acolyte Program:  Elaine Robbins is supervising this program and is hoping to start 
this Sunday.  They will be assisting Pastor during the service.  Elaine Robbins will 
also be performing home communion.  We will make the congregation aware of this 
service.

• Sneaky Visitor evaluation occurred in July at our Saturday service.  An evaluation 
form was completed and sent to the district offi  ce.  We will share the results in our 
newslett er.

• Pastor’s Evaluation:  Joe Johnson has prepared an evaluation form for the council 
members to review.  Still ongoing.

• Keys to church:  Need to fi nd out who has the keys.
• Respectfully submitt ed, 
• John Murk, Council Member
• For a full copy of any council meeting minutes, please request a copy from Terry.

Robert & Peggy 
Bertamealli
Serreen Olson
Gina Wallace
John & Dawn Dott 
Carole Suks
Lisa Cory & Lunch 
Bunch
Judy & Al Sandona
Daryl & Sandy Neadeau
Larry Lohf
Sally Wiitanen

Alicia & Craig Burgess
Bett ina Graber
Phyllis LaMere
George & Anne Balko
Rochelle Schuster
Kay Hernandez
Charles Norlin & Karen 
Sundell
Audrey DesArmo
Terrance & Janice Malone
Mr & Mrs. Dan Malone

Paddy & Janet Malone
Billy & Christine Jenkins
Richard and Mary 
Hansen
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Eden Evangelical Lutheran 
Church

“Eden on the Bay”
All Are Welcome! Come As 

You Are!
1150 W M-28, Munising, 

Michigan, 49862
906-387-2520

Website: www.
edenonthebay.org

email: contact@
edenonthebay.org (offi  ce)
pastor@edenonthebay.org 

(pastor)
The Rev. Ann Gonyea

906-202-9037
We are a congregation of 

the 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America 

(www.elca.org), and a 
member congregation of 
the Northern Great Lakes 

Synod 
(www.nglsynod.org)

Crafting Bee
We meet the 2nd Thursday of the 

month January-June & September-
November

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon.
Judy Erickson, Helen Scheuneman, 

Margaret Gosselin, Karen Derwin, Billie 
Lindquist, Cindy Hines, Candy Simonen 
and Jean Hayes and anyone else who 
would like to come and help in anyway, 
even if you can’t come every time.

This year Helen and Jean packed up 30 
Quilts to be sent out for Lutheran World 
Relief, and Judy and Curt Erickson took 
them to Gladstone to get to the rail car.

Thank You to everyone. 

20th Eden Indian Summer Fest
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
Thank You to everyone who donated items or baked goods, 

also to those who purchased items. 
A special thank you to all the workers:  Cathy Weymouth, 

Sylvia Bosley, Carole Murk, Ruth Lindquist, Brenda St.Martin, 
Jacki Miskus, Dave Miskus, Doris Ritt er, Patsy LaCombe, 
Madie Cole, Skylar Campbell, Carol Eglsaer, and Joanie 
Hinsa.  A special thank you to George Balko for sett ing up 
all the tables and chairs. Thank You to Pat & Myra Skroupski 
for removing and taking all the left over items to Goodwill in 
Marquett e. (We hope we didn’t forget anyone.)

Raffl  e Items: Autumn Treasure – donated by Cathy 
Weymouth – won by Jean Matt son; Basket – wine/coff ee/
chocolates/etc. – donated by Bonnie Bernard – won by Jean 
Matt son; American Girl Doll & Clothes – donated by Helen 
Scheuneman – won by Judy Shellnut; Carry Bag – donated by 
Judy Erickson – won by Pauline Elavsky; Lady’s’ Gift Basket 
– jewelry/scarf/etc. – donated by Anne Balko – won by Madie 
Cole; Christmas Candle – donated by Billie Lindquist – won 
by Debbie Pertt ula; Santa Basket – donation – won by Pat 
Walther.

Helen and Jean would like to thank everyone for all their 
help.  We made $1,074.75 after expenses.

Thank You, Helen Scheuneman and Jean Hayes

The congregation at Eden-on-the-
bay is thankful for two beautiful 
additions to our worship space. 
The new hymn board and the 
processional torches were made 
possible by a 
generous gift 
from Harold 
Pirlot in 
memory of 
his wife Lois. 
Thanks be for 
God for the 
Pirlots and 
our inviting 
worship space.
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Life @ Eden ...

Prayers for Peace
Please join the growing 

number of people who are 
off ering up a Prayer for 
Peace at 9 pm each day. 
In town, many of us are 
using the 9 o’clock siren as 
our reminder. If you are 
outside of town, perhaps 
you can set another type of 
reminder. 

We pray for peace within 
ourselves, our families, our 
nation and our world.

The Gardens at Eden
As the smell of winter builds in the air, we give thanks 

for those who tended to the summer landscapes of Eden-
on-the-Bay. In particular we give thanks for Russ Bernard 
who faithfully mowed the lawn and may have engaged 
in a couple of batt les with the water spigot. Russ also 
maintained and saw to repairs for the riding mower 
during the summer. 

We also give thanks for George Balko who also mowed 
lawn when needed and tended to many other property-
related summer tasks. George, with the help of Kirt 
Harmon, poured a new cap for our chimney this summer 
too, which will hopefully address any remaining leak 
issues on the roof. 

You may have noticed that we have a new American 
fl ag in the front of the building and that is thanks to Curt 
and Judy Erickson who noticed that the previous fl ag was 
loosing its batt le with the elements. 

We have lovely gardens around at Eden too and we are 
so thankful for the work of Brenda St. Martin who tends 
the rose bushes I get to see every time I come to work. I 
believe Paul Baij also came in and helped with that garden 
too. The circle garden in the front has been dutifully 
cared for by Marilyn Wood again this summer and we are 
so thankful for that gift of time and expertise from her. 
Marilyn even had the soil tested when she noticed some 
signs of poor plant health and has been amending the soil 
this fall. 

And don’t forget our vegetable garden out back. This 
year, I think Vicki Ballas must have felt like we lost 
the batt le over that space with the woodchucks and 
the bunnies. But we give thanks for her example of 
stewardship and pray there is a fence or something in the 
future that will give us a fi ghting chance at gett ing some 
onions or broccoli to grow! Thank you everyone! You help 
make this an inviting place for regulars and visitors alike. 

To the Congregation of 
Eden: Thank You, one and 
all, for your food or service 
donation to Elvera Dott ’s 
October 5, 2016, funeral 
luncheon. The lunch was 
delicious and presented 
beautifully. Vera would 
have been very pleased.

Vera Dott ’s Family

Dear Eden Lutheran 
Church,

Thank you for the fi nan-
cial help. Greatly appreci-
ated. 

Love, Mark

Page 9

Life in Eden  †  November 2016

Notes from the wider Church ...

Global Fair Trade Market
Messiah Lutheran Church

305 W. Magnetic St., Marquett e
Saturday, Nov. 5, 

10 am to 4 pm.
Featuring the sale of a 

wide variety of fairly traded 
handmade goods from around 
the world. Your support will 
help empower artisans and 
their families and will provide 
them with a fair wage and 
reliable income. There will be 
Christmas decorations, items 
for the home, jewelry, scarves. 
Etc. Please join us!

From Bishop Tom Skrenes
It is time: Transition

It has been my privilege to 
serve as bishop of the North-
ern Great Lakes Synod since 
1999 when God called me 
and the people of the synod 
elected me to the offi  ce of 
bishop. Re-elected by this 
synod in 2005 and in 2011, I 
will have served 18 years in 
this episcopal offi  ce when my 
current term ends and I retire 
on August 31, 2017. It is time.

It has been an experience 
of a lifetime to serve as this 
synod’s pastor—your bishop. 
I have seen both the joy of the 
Gospel and the power of hu-
man sinfulness in this work. 
I have traveled the world 
on behalf of the Church and 
spent hours upon hours in ev-
ery congregation in this synod 
over these twenty-fi ve years as 
a part of the synod executive 
staff . In 1986, I began my work 
with the wider church when 
as a pastor of the Northern 
Wisconsin District-American 
Lutheran Church I was asked 
to serve on the Synod 5-G 
Transition Team in prepara-
tion for the 1988 merger. In 
1987, I was elected the fi rst 
Northern Great Lakes Synod 
Secretary and in the summer 
of 1992 I was asked by then 
Bishop Dale Skogman to serve 
as Assistant to the Bishop. 
Seven years later in 1999, I 
was elected bishop.

Talking about my decision 
to retire, my son David gave 

me the most helpful advice. 
He said, “In your last year as 
bishop, dad, do not get “Se-
nioritis.” Yes—that is helpful! 
We will work hard to the last 
day. There is a lot to yet ac-
complish in the eleven months 
before I leave offi  ce and join 
my wife Luanne in retirement.

Your synod council met 
in September and began the 
transition work that needs to 
be done as this synod moves 
on to another chapter in its 
corporate life. Two decisions 
were made that will shape 
our synod in the days ahead. 
First, the synod council agreed 
to form a “Transition Team.” 
This will include a group of 
people who will plan for a 
bishop’s election at our 2017 
Synod Assembly and who 
will work to make sure an 
excellent transition occurs for 
the new bishop. Pastor Doug 
Johnson, our synod secre-
tary, will chair the Transition 
Team and Pam Long, our vice 
president, will also be an in-
strumental leader of this team. 
Other persons are being asked 
to serve and a complete list 
of members will be available 
soon.

The Synod Council also 
agreed to enter into a time of 
self-study.” Working with the 
Churchwide ELCA offi  ce, the 
Transition team will develop 
a picture of our synod, what 
our strengths and challenges 
are, and how we are leaning 

into the future as a synod. 
This should be very interest-
ing. Our hope is to complete 
the self-study by mid-winter 
and thus inform our synod 
and 2017 Voting Members as 
a decision is made on the elec-
tion of a new bishop. Other 
decisions will be made by the 
synod council this winter as 
we look forward to a new day 
in the Northern Great Lakes 
Synod. The bishop’s election 
will occur at the 2017 Synod 
Assembly which meets May 
21-23 in Marquett e. I will keep 
this synod informed as we all 
plan for new leadership. I ask 
for your prayers! Please pray 
for me that I might serve God 
and God’s people faithfully in 
this work until my last day in 
offi  ce. Please pray that God’s 
will be done in the Northern 
Great Lakes Synod.
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Reformation 500 ...

I am Lutheran, Eden on the Bay
This idea is borrowed from ELCA Lutheran Living magazine. Each month, someone will 
answer the question prompts. We get to learn a litt le more about each other and talk about 
our faith. There are no right or wrong answers to the prompts. The gift of faith we receive 
from God grows in each of us uniquely and enriches us and Christ’s Church as a whole. 
It also calls us to think more deeply about what it means to be Lutheran 500 years after 
Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the door of the church at Witt enberg, Germany.
Interested? Use the question prompts here or get a copy of them from Pastor Ann. You 
may submit your answers to pastor@edenonthebay.org. Thanks!

I found my faith ... Faith has always been part of my life. Granted, in the far corner of 
my mind a time, but still present. Thank God He didn’t give up on me, and put me in 
the far corners of his mind.
My fi rst experience with church was ... can’t remember any particular time or event, I 
just know I’ve wanted to be part of a church for peace and comfort, friendship, reassur-
ance, lots of hugs and  joy.
I believe ... my faith is that God holds on when I can’t. I believe Jesus is coming soon.
I pray ... because I can, and when I can’t I know God hears my heart.
I struggle with ... My struggles have been – taking back what I have already given up to 
God. Maybe He needs help … Not
My favorite church memory is ... Some of my favorite church memories are, bring-
ing our grandson as an infant Easter Sunday, him sleeping through the whole service, 
knowing he was where he should be. Another is singing in the choir. And hearing and 
feeling God love through the touch of the person sitt ing next to you just when you need 
it, is another. 
If I could change anything ... it would be to be on my knees more than I am.
I am Lutheran ... because I choose to be. I was baptized Catholic, but raised Lutheran. 
Jesus saved ALL of us sinners regardless of denomination. Plus,  love the music, love the 
people and we ARE gett ing much more vocal … Amen to that...
The Bible ... to me is a direct line to love and forgiveness. It is a “go-to” when I am 
down, in need, wanting to learn of faith journeys, but mostly it is my comfort and assur-
ance that I am loved. Just because ...
I see God ... in the presence of a cardinal on a cold snowy day, or the full moon so bright 
it takes your breath away. I see God’s work everyday, in the smiles and tears we share as 
a faith community.
– Helen Scheuneman
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Youth Pages ...

The Ecumenical Youth Group is now meeting every other Sunday evening. We talk a 
litt le bit about being a child of God in this world, plan for mission trips and fundraisers, 
have a bite to eat and just hang out. Here are some pictures from a recent gathering. 
All middle school and high school aged kids are invited to join us. Kids from all faiths 
are welcome and no church affi  liation is required. We encourage each other to bring our 
friends. In September we talked about the Youth Mission Trip being planned for June 
2017, and hosting a youth fashion show just in time for the holidays. Watch this space 
for news. Questions? See Pastor Ann or Dave Miskus.

Come join us!
Nov. 6  @  5-7 p.m. 

(bowling)
Nov. 23 @ 6-8 pm
We’ll begin each 

gathering at 
Eden on the Bay! 

See you there!
Bring a friend!

Dear Eden Lutheran Boys in the Sunday School Class,
On behalf of the Women’s Center and it 100 Good Men cam-

paign Co-Chairs, Lucy Grove and Sarah Schultz , I want to thank 
you for stepping up and supporting the fi ght against domestic 
violence and sexual assault in our communities. Your generous 
donation of $100 will assist us with that fi ght. All money from 
this campaign will go toward our operating costs. 

Our goal was to enlist at least 100 “Good Men” to step up 
and support Women’s Center programs, as well as take a stand 
against domestic violence and sexual assault in our commu-
nity’s. We succeeded our goal! At the close of the campaign, we 
had 164 individuals who came forward with their support. 

You are awesome guys!

Sincerely, Beth Casady, Executive Director, 
The Women’s Center

Dear Eden Sunday School 
Class,

I just wanted to say thank 
you to all of you for helping 
Kerrie to be able to get her 
bike. It will help her to walk 
again and hopefully gain 
what she had lost with her 
surgery. It was so selfl ess and 
God-like for you children to 
help another child you have 
never met. We appreciate all 
of you. Kerrie is really happy 
to have been able to ride her 
bike after not being able to for 
almost three years. You all will 
forever be in our hearts.

Thank you, Kelly, Mike Ker-
rie, Jacob and Jeremy Rogers

Bowling 
Night!
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu F
OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY,  
WEDNESDAY, 

& FRIDAY 
9:00AM-2:00PM 

 
 

 

 
 
Prayer Group 9:00 am 
Bible Study—1:00 pm 

2 
Bible Study—5:30 pm 
Confirmation Class - 
6:30—8:00 pm 
A.A.-8:00 pm 

3 
Ecumenical Worship 
Service @ Tendercare 
3:00 pm 

4 
 

6  All Saints Day 
Sunday School  & 
Worship  - 10:30 am 
Ecumenical Youth  
Group 5-7 pm 

7 
 

8 
Prayer Group 9:00 am 
Bible Study—1:00 pm 
Friends of Library 3-5 

9 
Bible Study—5:30 pm 
Confirmation Class - 
6:30—8:00 pm 
A.A.-8:00 pm 

10 
Crafting Bee 10-12  
 

11 

13   Sunday School  & 
Worship  - 10:30 am 
Council Meeting—after 
Worship service 
 

14 
 

15 
Prayer Group 9:00 am  
Bible Study—1:00 pm 
 

16 
Confirmation Class - 
6:30—8:00 pm at 
Tendercare 
A.A.—8:00 pm 
 

17 
Ecumenical Worship 
Service @ Tendercare 
3:00 pm 

18 

20  Sunday School  & 
Worship  - 10:30 am 
Ecumenical Youth  
Group 6-8 pm 
 

21 
DEADLINE FOR  
LIFE IN EDEN 

 
 

22  
Prayer Group 9:00am  
Bible Study—1:00 pm 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving 
Service - 7:00 pm 

23 
Bible Study—5:30 pm 
Confirmation Class - 
6:30—8:00 pm 
A.A.—8:00 pm 

24 Thanksgiving  
 

25 

27  Sunday School & 
Worship  - 10:30 am 
 
 
   

28  Peace Circle—Noon 
 
 
 

29 
Prayer Group  - 9:00 am 
Bible Study—1:00 pm 

30 
Holden Evening Prayer- 
7:00pm 
A.A.—8:00 pm 
 
 

 

 November
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Special thanks to these dedicated people who con-
tribute their time and talents to make our worship 
run smoothly. You are very much appreciated!

Sunday Mornings

Saturday Ushers
Nov. 5 -     Anne Balko & Sheila Bonevelle  
Nov. 12 –   Tom & Brenda St.Martin
Nov. 19 –   Helen Scheuneman & Patsy LaCombe
Nov. 26 –   Donna McNally & Karen Schmidtman
November Off ering Schedule
1st Sunday – George Mannisto & Christi Salo      
2nd Sunday – Ruth Lindquist & Joanie Hinsa       
3rd Sunday – Elaine Robbins & Gloria Brown
4th Sunday – Debbie Pertt ula & Bruce Dausey
Musician Schedule
Nov. 6 –  Carlene Harwick
Nov. 13 – Michele Albright
Nov. 20 – Michael & Candace Denis
Nov. 22 /Tues. – Carlene Harwick (Ecumenical Thanksgiving)
Nov. 27 – Michael & Candace Denis
Nov. 30/Weds. – Carlene Harwick (Holden Evening Prayer)  
If you cannot make it to take your turn, please fi nd a re-
placement.
Altar Guild: Brenda St. Martin and Jean Hayes
Usher Captain: Jean Hayes
Assisting Minister Coordinator: Ray Berg
Acolyte Director:  Elaine Robbins
Monthly Flower Sponsor:  George and Anne Balko
Please contact secretary Terry Kolbus with any changes. 

Fri Sat 
5 
Worship—5:00 pm 
 

12 New Members  
Meeting—9:00am 
Worship—5:00 pm 
 
 

19 
Worship—5:00 pm 

 
26 
Worship—5:00 pm 

  

r 2016 




